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H  E  following 
DifcourfeofAr- 
teriotomy,.  and 
the  Mif-application  of 
Medicines,  being  a  Sub¬ 
ject  of  no  little  moment 
to  the  Welfare  of  Man¬ 
kind,  I  fubmit  it  entirely 
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iv  Dedication 

to  your  fevereft  Cenfure, 
as  being  the  beft  Judges 
both  of  the  Mature  and 
Force  of  my  Arguments. 
I  ask  no  Favour ;  for  if 

t  t  2  v  * 

I  am  wrong,  Favour  to 
me  would  be  Cruelty  to 
the  reft  of  the  World ; 
and  if  I  am  right,  then 
certainly  you,  who  do 
Juftice  to  every  body, 
won’t  deny  it  to, 

t  V 

G  ENTLEMEN, 
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Tour  moft  Humble ,  and, 
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Moft  Obedient  Servant* 
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Man  who  offers  to  the 
World  any  thing  not  be¬ 
fore  known,  or  not  ge¬ 
nerally  underflood ,  muft 
expect  to  meet  with  two  forts  of 
JdVer furies ;  who  wont  fail  to  af- 
fault  him ,  tho  they  are  as  inconftf- 
’tent  with  each  other ,  as  with  the 
'Truth:  that  is  to  fay,  fome  (peo¬ 
ple  will  deny  the  Invention  as  either 
not  practicable ,  or  not  ufeful  5  whtljl 
others  at  the  fame  time ,  who  are 
convincd  of  the  Worth  of  it,  will 
tell  you,  that  it  was  long  before 

known 
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known  and  practis'd.,  and  that  you 
mitji  not  challenge  to  your  felf  the 
Glory.  Thus  our  bnmortdl  Har¬ 
vey,  when  he  happily  difcoVer'd  the 
Circulation  of  the  'Blood ,  was  at¬ 
tacked  on  both  Jidesy  and  tho  I  won’t 
pretend  to  compare  what  1  here  offyr 
with  his  noble  DifcoVcry,  yet  it  won’t 
he  defpis’d  when  its  conjider’d  that 
the  Circulation  of  the  Blood  is  a 
Speculation  not  fo  immediately  ufe- 
ful  as<  what  you  have  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Sheets ,  which  is  to  ref  cue  Men 
in  the  Agony  of  Death. 

They  who  fay  the  opening  an  Ar¬ 
tery  is  not  to  he  praBis’d  hut  in  ex¬ 
traordinary  Cafes ,  own  it  to  be  d 
(Remedy  when  all  others  fail ,  hut 
at  the  fame  time  would  not  have  it 
praBis’d  till  all  Remedies  are  too 
late. 

They  who  fay  this  is  an  Operation 
us’d  of  old,  won’t ,  /  hope ,  quarrel 

with 
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with  me  for  preferring  the  Antiquity 
of  Truth  before  the  NoVelty  of  Er¬ 
ror  j  at  leajl  I  wont  quarrel  with 
them ,  being  much  more  intent  upon 
doing  Service  to  Mankind,  than  ac¬ 
quiring  Reputation  to  my  M 
They  who  alledg  that  Evacuation 
by  an  Artery  makes  a  greater  Ex¬ 
pence  of  Spirits  than  by  a  Fein,  will 
find  themf elves  fo  fully  confuted  in 
the  following  Treatife,  that  I  need 
fay  nothing  more  here.  In  jhort,  J 
take  the  great  and  f  acred  Rule  of 
Rhyfici  to  be  the  ObferVation  of  Na¬ 
ture  and  her  Dictates  •  Quo  Na- 
tura  tendit.  Now  I  would  as 4 
my  Adverfaries  to  produce  one  In¬ 
flame  where  Nature  eVer  reliev’d 

her  felf  by  a  Fein,  and  if  there  be 

no  Infiance  of  it,  then  to  ufe  that 
FeJJel  is  to  crofs  Nature .  Thus  we 
fee  that  the  Vaft  Quantity  of  <Blood 
which  often  ijjues  from  the  Nofe,  as 

well 
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well  as  the  great  T)if charge  by  the 
<ptles  (as  they  are  Vulgarly  call'd) 
is  ftill  Arterial  (Blood.  But  the 
niojl  notable  Infiance  is  the  men  fir u- 
ous  Blood  in  Women ,  which  fame - 
times  flows  from  ’em  in  Streams  to 
an  unknown  Quantity,  and  is  dif- 
chargd  from  the  Arteries  in  the  Ute¬ 
rus  and  Vagina  :  whereas  fhould  it 
proceed  from  the  Veins ,  it  would  be 
impoflible  for  em  to  fubfifi  undo  it. 

It  is  plain  therefore  that  the  Doc¬ 
trine  I  advance  is  agreeable  to  the 
Dittates  of  Nature ;  and  if  Nature 
be  for  me,  1  don’t  much  care  who  is 
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Qtwithftanding  the  va¬ 
rious  Treat ifes  that  have 
been  writ  by  learned  and 
ingenious  Men,  as  well 
antient  as  modern,  on 
this  Subjed,  which  have  been  han¬ 
dled  with  the  greateft  Accuratenels 
as  to  the  Theory ;  yet  for  the  Me- 
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thod  of  treating  it  thro  the  whole 
Courle,  particularly  at  its  firft  Ap¬ 
pearance,  I  find  nothing  writ  more 
forreign  from  the  Purpofe;  For  by 
bleeding  out  of  the  Veins,  and  other 
ufiial  Methods  of  Practice,  they  prey 
upon  and  exhauft  the  animal  Spirits, 
and  confirm  the  Diftempcr,  rather 
than  relieve  the  Patient. 

But  not  to  detain  the  Reader  with 
the  Mealiires  others  have  taken,  and 
ftill  perfift  in ;  I  lliall  only  offer  my 
own  Thoughts,  and  the  Method  by 
which  for  lome  Years  part  I’ve  found 
Inch  happy  Succels,  as  well  in  Flan¬ 
ders^  as  eliewhere,  confirm’d  by  a 
few  Oblervations.  Therefore  without 
any  further  Introduction,  I  lliall  juft 
defcribe  this  Dileafe,  and  proceed. 

"Tis  then  an  Apoplexy  when  the 
Body  is  liiddenly  depriv’d  of  the 
chief  Animal  Faculties,  as  well  in¬ 
ternal  as  external,  and  all  voluntary 
Motion,  lb  that  the  Animal  Spirits 
are  either  deny’d  a  Paffage  from  the 
Brain,  or  an  Entrance  into  it;  the 
Ventricles  or  Pores  of  the  Brain  be¬ 
ing  either  comprefs’d  from  a  Contu- 
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fion,  or  obftruefted  from  a  Plethora, 
Poilons,  Medicines  endued  with  a 
Narcotic  Faculty,  which  fo  alter 
the  Blood,  Lymph,  and  other  Fluids, 
as  to  render  ’em  unfit  to  pals  freely 
thro  the  Arteries  of  the  Brain, 
whereby,  thro  the  violent  Impetus  of 
of  the  Heart,  the  Blood  is  fo  wedg’d 
in,  that  it  caufes  a  Stagnation ;  and 
oftentimes  Polypufes  are  form’d  in 
the  Carotids,  Sinus’s,  and  Vertebral 
Arteries,  fo  that  all  the  Spirits  in¬ 
dulgent  Nature  can  rally  to  fiipport 
the  Fabric,  are  detach’d  to  the  Muf 
cles  of  the  Thorax,  to  perform  Re- 
Jpiration,  without  which  the  Patient 
is  inevitably  loft* 

Now  fince  the  Brain  is  the  Seat  of 
this  Difeale,  ’twill  not  be  at  all  im¬ 
proper  to  take  notice  of  its  Struc¬ 
ture,  as  well  as  its  Ufe,  before  I  pro¬ 
ceed  any  farther.  There  are  then 
two  Subftances  which  conftitute  the 
Brain,  viz.  the  Cinericious,  being 
the  Exterior,  call’d  the  Cortical ;  the 
inner,  from  its  Whitenefs  and  Soft- 
nels,  the  Medullary :  the  former  of 
which,  according  to  Malpighis,  is 
nothing  but  a  Gland  of  the  conglo- 
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merate  kind,  or  k  Heap  of  fmall  o- 
val  Glands  contiguous  with  each  o- 
ther ;  to  each  of  which  is  affix’d  an 
Artery  that  brings  the  Blood,  by 
the  means  of  which  Glands  the  Mat¬ 
ter  conftituting  the  Animal  Spirits, 
is  fecern’d  from  its  purer  and  lub- 
der  Parts:  from  hence  the  Veins 
carry  back  the  refluent  Blood,  that’s 
unfit  for  generating  of  Spirits ;  and 
then  the  Nerve,  or  Root  of  a  Nerve, 
in  which,  as  in  an  excretory  Dud:  of 
a  Gland,  the  Spirits  juft  now  perfec¬ 
ted,  are  carry’d  into  the  Medulla¬ 
ry  Subftance,  as  a  Storehoufe  or 
Magazine,  and  from  thence  thro 
the  whole  nervous  Syftem,  for  the 
Benefit  of  conveying  Senfe  and  Mo¬ 
tion  to  the  Animal  Oeconomy. 

Now  fmce  not  only  the  Corti¬ 
cal  Subftance  of  the  Brain,  but 
the  Medullary  alfo,  and  even  the 
Nerves  themfelves  are  interfpers’d 
with  an  infinite  Number  of  excel- 
five  fmall  Blood- Veffels ;  whatever 
caufes  an  Obftrudion  in  them,  or 
makes ’em  too  turgid,  caufes  an  Apo¬ 
plexy  in  fbme  degree  or  other,  by 
prelling  on  the  Nerves,  and  fo  pre¬ 
venting 
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venting  the  Circulation  of  their 
Fluid. 

To  diminilh  then  the  Quantity  of 
Blood  from  the  Veins,  is  what  all  have 
had  immediate  recourfe  to  as  their 
chief  Refuge  and  Afylum,  either  from 
the  Frontal,  Jugular,  Cephalic,  orMe- 
diana  for  a  Revulfion  ;  whereas  that 
is  now  exploded,  the  Laws  of  Cir¬ 
culation  not  admitting  it :  and  if 
this  did  not  anfwer  their  Expecta¬ 
tion,  the  Patient  was  given  over  as 
in  a  defperate  Cafe;  according  to  this 
of  Hippocrates ,  fpeaking  of  an  Apo¬ 
plexy,  Vena  feCtio ,  n  't  juvet,  occi - 
det ;  or  this  of  Celfus ,  to  the  lame 
purpole,  Sanguinis  detratiio ,  vel  oc - 
cidit,  vel  liber  at.  Which  is  enough 
to  convince  us  how  prejudicial  lucli 
Evacuations  from  the  Veins  were 
found,  and  how  uncertain  the  Prac¬ 
tice  was  obfervM  to  be,  even  by  the 
Antients  ;  tho,  for  want  of  a  better, 
it  has  unhappily  been  perfifted  in  to 
thisprefent  time. 

’Twas  indeed  in  many  Cafes  fre¬ 
quently  us’d  by  the  Antients,  but 
now  become  fo  much  in  vogue,  that 
5tis  order’d  aimed  on  all  Occafions, 

except 
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except  in  Cachetic  Perfbns,  or  thole 
grown  Hydropical  by  impoverilli’d 
Blood,  Difeafes  contracted  by  Hun¬ 
ger,  Fatigue,  &c. 

Let  the  ObftruCtion  be  where  it 
will,  tho  at  the  Fingers  end,  open¬ 
ing  a  Vein  muft  relieve  it.  I  can’t 
indeed  wonder  that  the  Antients  did 
it,  being  in  a  manner  Strangers  to  A* 
natomy,  and  knowing  nothing  of  the 
Circulation  of  the  Blood  :  but  fince, 
by  the  indefatigable  Induftry  of  the 
Moderns,  that  Part  of  Learning  is 
arriv’d  to  luch  Perfection,  I  admire 
there’s  not  more  notice  taken  of  the 
Inconveniencies  that  attend  Phlebo¬ 
tomy ;  but  ’tis  part  over  as  an  Ope¬ 
ration  to  be  attempted  by  any  Per- 
fon,  at  any  Sealbn,  regard  being  on¬ 
ly  had  to  the  Strength  of  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  touching  of  the  Nerve,  Ten¬ 
don,  or  its  Aponeurofis. 

But  if  by  an  ObftruCtion,  Apo¬ 
plexies,  or  any  Diftemper  incident  to 
the  Head  is  caus’d ;  to  make  a  more 
copious  Evacuation,  and  fpeedy  De¬ 
rivation,  the  Dilcharge  muft  be  made 
by  opening  the  Jugulars :  which  O- 
peration  falls  fo  far  Ihort  of  their 

Intention, 
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Intention*  that  it  proves  far  more 
difinal  in  its  Confequences ;  by  fo 
much  the  more  effedtually  confirm¬ 
ing  the  Obftrudtion*  by  how  much 
the  nearer  the  Ligatures  approach 
the  Part  affected. 

Experienc’d  Surgeons  indeed  will 
life  no  Ligature  round  the  Neck*  for 
fear  of  Suffocation  in  Apoplexies 
and  Squinanceys  but  only  let  a 
Stander-by  comprels  the  Jugular* 
on  the  contrary  fide*  with  his 
Thumb,  and  fix  their  own  juft  be¬ 
low  the  Place  where  they  defign 
their  Aperture*  But  too  many  ufe 
Ligatures,  and  either  apply  the  middle 
of  the  Fillet  behind  the  Neck*  the 
two  Ends  being  brought  before  and 
twitted ;  or  turn  one  End  over  one 
Clavicle,  and  under  the  contrary  Ax¬ 
illa  *  and  fo  the  two  Ends  are  brought 
before  and  faftned :  both  which  are 
very  pernicious,  particularly  the  lat¬ 
ter,  which  by  preffing  on  the  Ax¬ 
illary  Vein,  flops  the  refluent  Blood; 
by  which,  befides  confirming  the 
Obftrudtion,  as  before  mention’d* 
Syncopes,  Palpitations,  Tremors* 
and  the  like  are  caufed :  for  what¬ 
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ever  thwarts  or  erodes  the- circular 
Progrefs  of  the  Blood,  produces 
thele  Effe&s. 

But  even  bleeding  in  the  Arm,  the 
Tedioulnels  of  the  Operation  isfuch, 
and  the  Advantage  that  can  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  it  lb  Imall,  I  can  by  no 
means  be  reconcil’d  to.  For  firft  the 
Ligature  muft  be  (train’d,  in  order 
to  caufe  the  Veins  to  fwell,  for  the 
more  commodious  introducing  the 
Lancet ;  which  perhaps  after  all  re¬ 
quires  the  Surgeon’s  Frictions,  to 
force  the  Blood  to  the  intended  In- 
cifion  :  and  this  is  not  lufficient,  but 
often  there  muft  be  hot  Cloaths,  and 
the  Arm  plung’d  in  hot  Water;  and 
then  when  the  Aperture  is  made,  by 
the  Misapplication  of  the  Bandage, 
the  Skin  relaxes,  the  Orifice  doles, 
and  obftruds  its  Paftage  :  and  when 
the  Impetuofity  of  the  Blood  abates, 
the  Ligature  is  again  Slacken’d,  that 
as  much  Blood  may  pals  into  that 
Part  by  the  Arteries,  as  will  Suffice 
for  the  intended  Evacuation.  During 
which  time,  the  Obftrudion  is  con¬ 
firming  ;  for  the  Blood  in  the  Veins 
fleers  an  eafy  Courle  from  nar-* 

rower 
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rower  Paffages  to  broader  Channels, 
thro  their  foft  Tunicles*  quite  diffe¬ 
rent  from  thole  of  the  Arteries; 
whole  Coats  being  elaftic,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  large  Trunks,  give  a 
Velocity  to  the  Blood,  which  if  in¬ 
tercepted,  caufes  the  Blood  to  be  fo 
turgid  in  the  capillary  Veffels  of 
the  Brain,  even  to  extravafate,  and 
obftrudts  the  Spirits  in  the  Senforium 
Commune ,  the  firft  Courle  of  all 
Nervous  Diftempers ;  as  Palfies, 
Cramps,  Convulfions,  Apoplexies, 
Eitlaciatiofrs,  and  infenfible  Decays^ 
without  any  vifible  Caule,  that  it 
would  even  pofe  PerlbnS  of  the  bed 
Judgment  to  account  for  it ;  as  alfo 
that  Chronical  Diltemper,  the  Hy- 
drocephalusf  or  watry  Humour  in  the 
Head,  which  proceeds  from  extrava- 
feted  Lymph,  occafion’d  by  the 
Compreffion  of  the  Lymphatics. 

What  has  been  feid  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  convince  any  unprejudiced 
Perfon,  of  the  Inconveniences  that 
attend  Phlebotomy.  If  We  refledt 
on  the  firfbRile  of  this  Operation, 
’twill  not  much  heighten  our  Efteem 
of  it,  Pliny,  in  his  Natural  Hiftory, 

C  tells 
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tells  a  whimfical  Story  of  the  Hyp- 
popotamus,  or  Sea-Horfe who,  when 
he  finds  himlelf  heavy  or  indilpos’d, 
leeks  out  the  lharpeft  pointed  Thorn, 
with  which  he  pricks  a  certain  Vein 
of  the  Leg ;  and  after  a  Quantity 
of  Blood  is  drawn,  flops  the  Wound 
with  Mud :  a  very  poor  Precedent, 
that  we  are  oblig’d  to  have  recourfe 
to  for  this  Operation. 

But  all  the  propofed  Ends  will 
//a  be  anlwer’d  by  opening  an  Artery* 
/■  Tho  Pm  well  allur’d  this  Hypothecs 
will  be  exploded  by  the  greateft  part 
of  the  Faculty, it  being  not  only  what 
is  uncommon,  but  alio  their  being  un¬ 
acquainted  how  the  Operation  is  to 
be  perform’d,  and  the  hazard  of  at¬ 
tempting  it,  will  occafion  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Objections,  to  render  this 
Method  trifling  and  inconfiderable. 

Some  fancy  with  Celfus ,  that  an 
Artery  once  cut,  by  reafon  of  its 
Syftole  and  Diaftole,  from  the  Solu¬ 
tion  of  its  Fibres,  can’t  again  conlbli- 
date  and  grow  together,  but  forms  a 
Thrombus. 
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Others  have  had  Stupidity  enough 
to  affirm,  that  thofe  Veffels  muft 
be  pafl  through  with  a  Needle  and 
Thread,  in  order  to  re-unite  them* 

Again,  there  are  thofe  who  will 
allow  of  it  in  fome  Cafes  ;  yet  own 
that  they  contract,  retire  within  the 
Flelli,  are  cicatrized  there,  and  fo 
ceafe  from  their  Office  of  conveying 
Blood  to  that  Part. 

There  are  alfo  fbme,  that  after 
they  have  been  prevailed  upon  to 
acknowledge  the,  Poffibility  of  their 
Re-union ;  yet  ftill  object  againft 
the  Inconveniencies  of  Bandages, 
which  muft  neceffarily  be  continued 
for  feveral  Days. 

But  when  thefe  Objections  have 
been  anfwer’d  by  ocular  Demonft ra¬ 
tion,  they’l  undertake  to  prove,  that 
the  Blood  in  the  Arteries,  and  that 
of  the  Veins,  does  not  in  the  leaft 
differ  in  their  component  Parts ;  and 
that  both  being  continued  Tubes,  it 
matters  not  out  of  which  the  Eva¬ 
cuation  is  made.  Whereas  there  is 
no  greater  difference  between  the 
Fluid  contain’d  in  the  Lymphedudts 
and  Nerves,  than  between  that  in 
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the  Veins  and  Arteries:  that  of  the 
Arteries  being  of  a  more  lively,  flo¬ 
rid,  fcarlet  Colour,  more  lubtil  and 
fpiritous,  and  the  Vehicle  that  con¬ 
veys  the  Alimentary  or  Nutritious 
Particles,  which  in  their  progreffive 
Motion,  prels  upon  thole  Glands 
whole  Pores  are  adapted  to  admit  of 
fiich  Juices  as  ferve  either  for  Ac¬ 
cretion,  Nutrition,  or  Reparation : 
whereas  the  Venal  being  only  the 
Refufe  of  thofe  Secretions,  returns 
to  the  Heart,  that  fb  by  filling  its 
Coronary  Veffels  and  Ventricles  it 
may  be  enabled  to  perform  its  Mo¬ 
tion  of  Contraction  and  Dilatation, 
which,  if  its  Reflux  be  intercepted 
by  Bandages,  it  muft  neceflarily  be 
depriv’d  of,  and  confequently  fuch 
EffeCts  are  produc’d  as  before  men¬ 
tion’d.  So  that  this  Objection  is  as 
trifling  and  frivolous  as  the  reft. 

Thefe  being  fo  eafily  anfwer’d,  a- 
nother  unaniwerable  Objection  is 
darted,  viz,  That  that  Branch,  which 
we  durft  attempt  to  draw  Blood 
from,  is  lb  flnall,  as  not  to  admit  of 


a  plentiful  Difcharge. 
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But  the  mod  powerful  Argument 
to  anfwer  all  thele  Objections,  is  De- 
monftration.  I’ve  us’d  this  Method 
ip  all  Cafes  where  diminilhing  the 
Quantity  of  Blood  is  requir’d,  whe¬ 
ther  in  Apoplexies,  Quinangies,  In¬ 
flammations  of  the  Lungs,  Pleuri- 
fies,  Afthma’s;  in  all  forts  of  Fe¬ 
vers,  whether  intermitting,  continual, 
or  malignant,  without  the  lead:  mil- 
chievous  Accident  attending  it.  But 
this  Precaution  mull  be  ufed,that  it  be 
iuch  an  Artery  as  immediately  pafles 
over  a  Bone,  which  are  none  but  thole 
of  the  Head ;  and  of  thefe  the  Tem¬ 
poral  Artery  is  the  Principal,  it  being 
the  mod:  confiderable  Branch  of  the 

k  ».  - 

Carotid,  which  pading  over  the  Os 
Temporale ,  admits  of  a  double  Com- 
prefs.  This  may  be  open’d  with  lels 
Danger,  and  with  far  greater  Succels 
than  any  Vein;  and  I’ve  frequently 
feen  it  run  with  as  continu’d  a  Stream* 
as  from  the  Arm. 

By  this  time  there’s  no  roorn  tq 
doubt  but  the  chief  Difficulties  are 
remov’d ;  and  becaufe  lb  few  are  ac- 
cuftom’d  to  this  Operation,  I  fliall 
juft  mention  how  ’tis  perform’d ; 
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which  is  thus.  Prels  your  Finger  on 
the  Veflel,  above  the  place  where 
you  defign  your  Aperture,  and  your 
Thumb  on  the  (aid  VefTel  beneath, 
to  keep  the  Skin  fmooth,  and  the 
VefTei  from  rolling;  then  introduce 
your  Lancet,  railing  up  its  Point  to 
cut  thro  the  Velfels  and  Teguments, 
but  not  by  Pundtion,  as  too  many 
do  in  opening  the  Veins;  by  which 
means  you  may  make  as  plentiful  a 
Bifcharge  as  you  pleafe,  without  be¬ 
ing  liable  to  the  afore-mention’d  In- 
conveniencies  that  attend  Phlebo¬ 
tomy. 

After  which,  you  have  nothing  elfe 
to  do  than  to  place  your  Thumb  on 
the  Orifice,  and  prels  it  againft  the 
Os  Temporde ;  lb  that  if  a  Throm¬ 
bus  fliould  arile,  his  loon  difpers?d, 
and  in  a  few  Minutes  the  Lips  of  the 
Orifice  will  unite.  This  done,  you 
may  either  ule  a  Pledgit  of  Lint  with 
a  Plailter,  or  if  you  pleafe,  the  Com- 
prels  with  the  circular  Bandage, 
which  isfufficient  without  the  lead 
Occafion  of  Styptics. 


This 
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This  Aperture  gives  an  immediate 
Check  to  the  impetuous  Velocity  oi 
the  alcending  Blood ;  which  by  the 
Syftole  or  Contraction  of  the  Heart 
is  projected  to  the  Head  by  the  Ca¬ 
rotids  and  Vertebral  Arteries,  and 
by  means  of  their  Semilunary  Valves 
prevent  its  Return  to  the  Heart  by 
the  lame  VefTels;  fc  that  in  an  in- 
ftant  it  relieves  the  Patient,  without 
preventing  the  Blood,  Lymph,  and 
Nervous  Fluid,  from  performing  their 
circular  Tour,  which  by  Ligatures 
muff  neceflarily  be  intercepted* 

Suppole  feveral  Springs  lend  out  as 
many  Rivulets,  which  after  various 
Turnings  and  Windings  unite  and 
form  a  River, which  is  receiv’d  in  aBa- 
fon  ;  wherein  an  Engin  is  fix’d,  which, 
with  its  repeated  projectile  Force, 
throws  the  Water  into  feveral  Tubes, 
in  order  to  be  convey’d  to  and  fiip- 
ply  all  Parts  of  a  City  :  now  fliould 
there  be  an  Qbftruction  in  the  Pipes, 
the  Engineer  may  as  well  expect  to 
remove  it  by  diverting  and  dimi- 
ailhing  the  Water  in  the  Rivulets,  by 
a  different  Current,  as  a  Phyfician 
may  expect  to  remove  an  Obflruction 

in 
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in  the  Arteries,  by  ordering  bleeding 
out  of  the  Veins. 

But  there  is  no  occafion  to  intro¬ 
duce  Similies  to  prove  what  is  lb  ve¬ 
ry  obvious. 

1  *Tis  the  part  of  a  Phyfician  to 
affift  Nature,  by  obferving  nicely 
the  various  Steps  lhe  takes  to  re- 
pulle  the  Enemy.  Natura  curat  Mor - 
bosy  lays  Celfus .  The  Dogmatift,  that 
can  realbn  learnedly  on  a  Dileafe, 
but  has  not  throughly  confiderM  the 
Nature  of  it,  and  the  Method  of 
Cure,  falls  far  fliort  of  a  meer  Em- 
pyric,  who  praCtifes  only  by  Ex¬ 
perience  without  any  Foundation  of 
Learning ;  fo  that  ’tis  not  the  being 
a  learned  Philofopher,  an  accurate  A- 
natomift,  that  entitles  a  Man  to  be 
a  great  Phyfician.  That  luccefsfiii 
Practitioner,  Dr.  Radclij} ,  never  pre¬ 
tended  to  any  of  thefe  Qualifica¬ 
tions,  nay  took  a  Pleafure  to  difown 
his  Knowledg  in  them ;  but  who  in 
his  time  fo  happy  to  ftrike  at  the 
Root  of  a  Diflempet ! 

The  Father  of  Phyfic,  Hippocra* 
tesj  when  the  Art  was  in  its  Infan¬ 
cy,  eipecially  that  part  of  it,  Ana¬ 
tomy, 
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tomy,  how  ignorant  was  he  of  iome 
Parts  of  Learning,  that  the  Moderns 
glory  in,  and  value  themfelves  upon  ? 
as  appears  from  the  confus’d  Ac¬ 
count  he  gives,  that  the  Veins  take 
their  Rife  from  the  Liver :  and  (peak¬ 
ing  of  an  Artery,  he  means  the 
AJpera  Arteria  \  and  then  calls  the 
Ureters  Veins,  and  makes  a  Jumble 
of  Nerves,  Veins,  and  Arteries.  But 
then  who  fo  great  and  fuccefsful  a 
Practitioner  ever  before  or  fince  ? 

Tho  Fm  not  unfenfible  that  feve- 
ral  Authors  have  touch’d  on  this 
Subject,  yet  what  firft  induc’d  me  to 
the  Opinion  of  Arteriotomy ,  was, 
that  I  don’t  remember  ever  to  have 
read  or  heard  of  Women  liable  to 
Apoplexies,  unlefs  from  Poifons,  ex¬ 
piates,  or  Mifmanagement  of  (b me 
foregoing  Diftemper.  For  however 
Authors  differ  in  their  feveral  Hy- 
pothefes  laid  down  to  account  for 
the  Periodical  Purgations  of  Wo¬ 
men,  whether  this  menftruous  Blood 
offends  in  Quantity  or  Quality, 
it  matters  not  to  my  prelent  Pur- 
pofe;  but  whenever  this  EfferveB 
cence  is  raifed,  whether  Natural, 
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Periodical,  or  provok’d  by  Emend - 
gogues ,  it  occasions  an  Aperture  of 
the  Mouths  of  the  Vaginal  Arte¬ 
ries,  and  not  of  the  Veins. 

The  Hamorroid.es ,  or  Piles,  by 
fome  vitious  Ferment  irritating  the 
tender  Fibres  of  the  Arteries,  by 
them  is  difcharged  incredible  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Blood.  Borellus  relates  a 
Story  of  a  certain  Tailor,  who  loft 
Ten  Pounds  by  thole  VefTels,  and 
yet  recover’d. 

How  many  Inftances  have  we  had 
of  profile  Hxmorrhagies  of  the 
Nofe  ?  Bartholin  mentions  one  who 
bled  forty  eight  Pound  in  three  Days, 
without  the  Lofs  of  Life.  ’Tis  well 
known  that  bleeding  at  the  Nole  re¬ 
moves  ObftruCtions  and  Pains  of 
the  Head,  whether  proceeding  from 
an  Ebullition  or  Redundancy  of 
Blood.  And  whence  is  this  Dilcharge 
-  but  by  an  Anajiomofts ,  or  Sponta¬ 
neous  disjoining  of  the  Capillary 
Arteries,  occafion’d  by  a  convulfive 
Contraction  of  the  Coats  of  a  larger 
Artery  ?  which  mud  necelfarily  give 
an  extraordinary  Diftention  to  the 
next,  till  the  Blood  can  be  no  longer 

contain’d; 
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contain’d,  but  burfls  out  with  Im- 
petuofity,  even  to  Pounds ;  whereas 
a  few  Ounces,  difcharg’d  by  the 
Veins,  has  thrown  the  Patient  into 
Faintings,  Swoonings,  and  occafion’d 
even  Death  it  felf. 

Now  fince  indulgent  Nature  is  fc 
clear  in  her  Dictates,  points  out  an 
exadt  Method  how  we  may  free  her 
from  the  Infults  of  the  common  E- 
nemy,  Difeafes  ;  ’tis  unreafonable 
we  ihould  not  fall  in  with  her  Mea- 
iures. 

By  this  time  I  hope  any  unpreju¬ 
dic’d  Reader  will  be  reconcil’d  to 
Arteriotomy ,  and  not  be  byas’d  by 
Cuftom  to  prefer  that  of  Phlebo¬ 
tomy . 

Phlebotomy  preceding,  the  next 
Intention  is  exhibiting  Emetics  ; 
which  from  Obfervation  I  fliall  prove 
to  be  fo  far  from  relieving  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  that  it  proves  very  pernicious. 

For  before  the  Vomit  is  adminif- 
tred,  ’tis  eafy  to  fuppofe  to  what  a  de¬ 
gree  the  Glands  of  the  Brain  are  fil¬ 
trated,  and  perhaps  the  Sanguiferous 
Vefiels  and  Lymphatics  burft.  This 
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extravafated  Biood  and  Lymph  dif- 
charg’d  into  the  SinuPs  of  the  Brain* 
and  there  coagulated  and  lodg’d : 
what  Relief  can  poftibly  be  expec¬ 
ted  from  an  Emetick,  which  is  dia¬ 
metrically  oppofite  to  their  former 
Intention  of  bleeding  out  of  the 
Jugulars?  For  in  this  there  is  fbme 
colour  of  Reafen  to  expedt  the  Re¬ 
moval  of  the  Obftrudtion ;  from  that 
there’s  no  room  to  hope  for  any 
thing  but  a  Confirmation  of  the  Dif 
temper ;  nor  truly  in  any  other  DiF 
eafe*  unlefs  when  the  principal  Seat 
is  in  the  Stomach  and  Inteftines,  to 
difcharge  the  morbific  Matter,  col¬ 
lected  in  the  Prim  a  Via.  Then  an 
Emetic  is  not  altogether  unfeafcn- 
able ;  tho  even  then  other  Mealures 
may  be  taken  lefs  hazardous,  and  e- 
qually  advantageous.  But  in  this 
Cafe:  Vomits  are  as  contrary  to  true 
Practice,  as  this  Operation  to  Na¬ 
ture;  the  Fibres  of  the  Stomach 
being  fo  difpos’d,  as  to  difcharge  its 
Contents  through  the  Inteflines :  but 
by  thefe  irritating  Vomits  the  Dia¬ 
phragm,  Intercoftals,  and  Mufcles 
of  the  lower  Belly  are  fo  ftimulated, 

that 
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that  by  means  of  their  violent  Con¬ 
traction,  they  force  ’em  thro  the  Oe- 
fophagus :  for  what  with  the  violent 
convulfive  Motion  of  the  abovefaid 
Mufcles,  together  with  the  Quick- 
nels  of  the  Organs  of  Relpiration, 
the  Blood  is  precipitately  hurried  and 
projected  to  the  Brain  with  that 
Force  as  to  increafo  the  Extravafa- 
tion.  How  then  it  is  poffible  rea- 
fonably  to  expert  Relief  from  it,  I 
can’t  conjecture.  An  antient  Phy¬ 
sician,  fpeaking  of  an  Apoplexy  and 
its  Cure,  lays  down  this  as  a  Rule  ; 
Vomit  or  ia  fugienda ,  ne  fuffocationis  pe~ 
riculum  augeatur ,  et  caput  repleatur . 
Nay,  in  his  Purgatives  he  would  not 
‘allow  the  lead  Quantity  of  Antimo* 
iiy,  it  being  alfo  endued  with  a  vo* 
miting  Faculty:  Antimonium  non 
convenit ,  cum  vomitum  fimul  movent ; 
fuch  fort  of  irritating  Medicines  be¬ 
ing  fufficient  of  themfolves  to  pro¬ 
duce  Apoplexies. 

And  I,  for  my  part,  verily  believe, 
that  were  the  Bills  of  Mortality  nice¬ 
ly  examin’d  into,  and  the  Caufes  of 
thole,  Cafualties  ftriCtly  enquir’d  af¬ 
ter  *  they  would  be  found  more  owing 

to 
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to  the  irregular  Adminiftration  of 
improper  Medicines,  than  to  any 
peccant  Matter  in  the  Fluids,  or  any 
external  Caufe  whatever. 

What  I  have  faid  I  fhall  only  con¬ 
firm  with  two  or  three  Obfervations, 
and  that  as  concifely  aspoffible. 

Obf*  i. 

There  was  one  Mr.  Roach  of  Brif- 
tol ,  who  for  a  long  time  had  labour’d 
under  an  Afihma ,  attended  with  a 
violent  Cough  till  almoft  foffocated ; 
but  after  he  had  expectorated  this 
vifcid  Phlegm,  was  reliev’d  :  but  the 
Difeafe  increafing,  and  defpairing  of 
Relief  he  apply’d  himfelf  to  me,  in¬ 
form’d  me  he  had  been  fo  afflicted 
for  many  Years,  that  at  Spring  and 
Fall  he  had  very  fevere  Fits  of  the 
Gout;  fo  that  what  with  one  and 
t’other,  he  was  render’d  incapable  of 
profecuting  any  Bufinefs.  I  exhibi¬ 
ted  Medicines  of  a  warm  attenuating 
kind,  to  difentangle  and  carry  on 
the  vitious  Matter,  promote  Expec¬ 
toration,  fortify  the  Stomach  and 
Lungs,  which  effectually  compleated 
the  Cure.  After  which  he  could  en¬ 
dure 
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dure  the  Fatigue  either  of  walking  or 
riding,  was  able  to  difparch  his  Affairs 
with  his  ulual  Alacrity  and  Plea- 
lure.  But  lince  my  Removal  from 
Briftol ,  his  old  Indifpofition  returning 
afrelh,  he  had  immediate  Recourle  to 
his  former  Chip-in-Pottage  Dodtor, 
that  lafe  Phyfician  that  never  did 
him  any  good  nor  hurt,  till  he  pre¬ 
scribed  that  innocent  harmlefs  Vomit 
that  extoll  d  In  d  1  .in  Root,  Ip pc  .x c 0.1  pi¬ 
nt  ;  which  he  had  no  looner  taken 
with  a  Draught  of  Carduus  Tea,  but 
prelently  he  complain’d  of  a  Dizzi- 
nels,  and  that  every  thing  appear’d  to 
him  to  have  a  circular  Motion:  which 
he  had  no  looner  laid,  but  he  dropt 
down  dead.  v 

Some  may  imagine  that  this  Acci¬ 
dent  was  not  owing  entirely  to  the 
Emetic,  but  a  Plethora  ;  and  had 
bleeding  preceded,  in  order  to  have 
emptied  the  Velfels,  the  Patient 
might  have  been  faved :  which  Ob¬ 
jection,  tho  I  could  anlwer  with 
feveral  Inltances,  I  fhall  only  men¬ 
tion  one. 
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Obf.  2. 

Mr.  Snow,  a  Broker  of  about 
Seventy  Years  of  Age,  being  on 
the  Exchange ,  was  taken  with  a 
violent  Fit  of  an  Apoplexy,  and  fell 
down  as  dead;  but  by  means  of  Cor¬ 
dials,  after  feme  time  began  a  little 
to  recover ;  by  which  time  a  Sur¬ 
geon  came,  and  took  away  about 
Sixteen  Ounces  of  Blood  from  the 
Arm.  I  (being  accidentally  intro¬ 
duc’d  by  a  Friend,  who  defir’d  my 
Advice)  prevented  his  taking  away 
a  greater  Quantity,  but  order’d  that 
he  might  be  carry’d  home  in  a  Chair ; 
"which  Motion  contributed  mightily 
to  a  free  and  uninterrupted  Circula¬ 
tion,  infomuch  that  he  began  to  have 
’-f  a  regular  Pulfe.  I  advifed  that  this 
/  Motion  might  be  continued,  finding 
a  natural  Warmth  all  over  his  Body, 
which  with  adminiftring  comfortable 
Draughts,  would  be  lumcient  to  an- 
'  Ivver  our  end.  But  a  certain  Apo¬ 
thecary  coming,  whole  Advice  was 
more  prevalent  with  the  Patient’s 
Friends,  adminiltred  a  Vomit  under 
the  pretence  of  a  Cordial :  this  not 
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immediately  operating,  in  left  than 
half  a  quarter  of  an  hour  was  about 
to  repeat  it ;  which  he  confidently 
affirm’d  would  anfwer  his  End,  and 
to  confirm  his  Afiertion,  affur’d  his 
Friends  he  was  that  moment  come 
from  a  Gentleman  taken  after  the 
fame  manner,  and  reliev’d  by  the 
fame  Method  ;  but  they  had  only  his 
own  Word  for  it,  to  which  I  could 
give  but  very  little  Credit.  This 
poor  unhappy  Gentleman  however 
was  loft  by  this  Treatment. 

I  could  enumerate  Inftances  of 
this  kind  from  my  own  Obferva- 
tion,  of  the  ill  Effects  of  Vomits; 
whether  Bleeding  had  preceded,  or 
been  omitted.  I  lhall  give  one,  to 
fhew  that  ’tis  fafer  to  rely  on 
Nature  it  felf,  to  obferve  its  various 
Steps,  and  endeavour  to  affift  her  on¬ 
ly  with  ref  billing  Cardiac  Draughts; 
than  to  have  recourfe  to  Phyficians 
unacquainted  with  the  Nature  of  this 
Difeafe,  as  too  many  are ;  tho  from 
Perfons  of  fuch  penetrating  Judg¬ 
ment,  ready  Wit,  and  bright  Parts, 
greater  things  might  be  expected. 
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William  Whittington  Efq;  of  Sta¬ 
pleton  near  Briftoly  now  High  Sheriff 
of  the  County  of  GlouceJtery  near 
eighty  Y  ears  of  Age,  returning  home 
alone  from  the  City  on  a  gentle  Pad, 
was  feiz’d  with  an  Apople&ic  Fit, 
fell  back  on  his  Horfe,  his  Legs  ftiff 
and  extended,  and  to  all  Appear¬ 
ance  dead  ;  but  being  overtaken  by 
fbme  returning  from  a  neighbouring 
Market, who  took  care  to  convey  him 
to  an  adjacent  Alehoufe,  where  they 
pour’d  Brandy  down  his  Throat,  as 
alfb  a  Glafs  or  two  of  Canary :  by 
which  Method,  together  with  re¬ 
peated  Fridions  all  over  his  Body, 
he  came  to  himfelf,  was  fent  home 
in  his  own  Chariot,  where  he  no 
fooner  came,  but  jocofely  call’d  for 
his  Staff  of  Life,  and  Support  of  old 
Age,  meaning  a  Bit  of  Bread  and  a 
Glafs  of  Canary.  The  next  Day  he 
took  a  gentle  Cordial  purgingDraught, 
and  without  the  ufe  of  any  other 
Medicines  recover’d;  only  never  mift 
the  returning  Fit  twice  a  year,  which 
encreas’d  in  its  Violence  Spring  and 
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Fall,  till  a  violent  Fever  follow’d 
the  laft,  which  he  not  expecting  to 
conquer,  fent  for  me :  and  having 
before  obferv’d  what  leem’d  to  be 
mod  advantageous,  and  by  what 
Method  Nature  was  moft  reliev’d, 
without  cramming  him  with  Medi¬ 
cines,  I  advis’d  him  to  nothing  but 
to  drink  old  Canary  as  a  Ptifan,  by 
which  alone  he  was  perfectly  reco¬ 
ver’d  ;  and  ever  lince  has  been  freed 
from  thole  kind  of  Fits. 

Not  only  Phlebotomy ,  unlealonable 
Ule  of  Emetics ,  but  Cathartics  alio, 
if  not  well  adapted  to  the  Difeafe, 
may  prove  very  prejudicial  to  the 
Patient.  Other  Difeafes  milmanaged 
may  and  often  do  terminate  in  an 
Apoplexy. 

Obf.  4. 

An  Inhabitant  of  Briftol ,  that  kept 
a  Public  Houle  on  the  Cajlle-Green, 
labouring  under  a  Dropfy  in  the  Ab- 
Aomen,  accompany ’d  with  an  Jjtbma, 
and  Jaundice,  being  rather  the  Ef¬ 
fects  than  Caufe  of  the  Difeafe ;  em-  ' 
ploys  a  Limb  of  the  Law,  that  is 
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dwindled  to  an  infignificant  Branch 
of  Phyfic ;  who  aflumes  the  Title  of 
Doctor,  tho  he  is  much  better  qua- 
lify’d  for  a  Jack-pudding,  having  a 
Genius  peculiarly  adapted  to  Mi¬ 
mic,  and  attempts  to  ape  that  great 
Practitioner  Dr.  Radcliff  in  his  Prog- 
noftics,  alluring  his  Patients,  that  by 
fuch  a  time  they  need  not  defpair  of 
their  being  perfectly  reliev’d,  which 
generally  happens  according  to  his 
Predictions ;  for  hefeldom  fails  of  cur¬ 
ing  ’em  of  all  Diftempers,  having  no 
leis  than  ALfculapius  for  a  Precedent, 
who  thought  it  not  worth  while  to 
attempt  prolonging  the  Lives  of  thole 
that  were  enfeebled,  and  exhaufted, 
left  they  fhould  live  to  beget  Chil¬ 
dren  as  infirm  as  themfelves,  and  fo 
be  render’d  unfit  Members  for  any 
Society.  He,  without  a  long  Demur, 
pronounces  the  poor  Hydropical  Pa¬ 
tient  to  be  in  a  fair  way  of  Recove¬ 
ry,  gives  him  great  hopes  to  expedt 
a  Cure  in  a  few  days,  prefcribes  your 
Gummy  Refinous  Cathartics,  which 
render’d  the  Crafts  of  the  Blood  more 
unfit  for  affimilating  its  Serum ,  by 
weakning  Digeftion,  and  producing 

Crudities*  j 
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Crudities  ;  which  brought  on  a  com- 
pleat  Apoplexy,  that  in  fix  hours 
time  after  the  Dofe  was  adminiftred, 
carry’d  off  the  Patient.  In  the  place 
of  which,  had  he  evacuated  the  Se¬ 
rum  by  proper  Remedies,  prevented 
its  farther  Encreafe  by  fortifying 
and  corroborating  the  Stomach,  re¬ 
ft  or  \i  and  ftrengthen’d  the  Crafts  of 
the  Blood,  diflodg’d  the  Vifcqus  Mat¬ 
ter  that  adher’d  to  the  Plica,  or  Folds 
of  the  Stomach,  by  warm  attenua¬ 
ting  Stomachical  Specifics ;  the  poor 
unfortunate  Man  might  have  now 
been  in  perfect  Health. 

Others  again  mightily  rely  on  the 
Ufe  of  Clyfiers ,  and  fuch  as  are  of  a 
fharp, acrid, irritating  Nature, to  relieve 
thole  Affections  of  the  Head,  Epi- 
lepfys,  Lethargys,  Palfys,  Apoplexy s, 
and  the  like ;  Revulfionis  ergo .  But 
this  Method  of  deriving  Humours 
from  one  place  to  its  oppofite,  is 
now  kid  afide,  as  before  hinted  :  for 
in  this  Cafe  the  Inteftines  themielves 
are  Paralytically  affeCted,  and  will 
Icarce  retain  $Cljfter,  if  at  that  time 
injeffed  :  if  it  does  remain,  it  only 
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affects  the  Inteftines  and  Prim a  Vi#t 
and  is  not  the  lead  ferviceable  in  a- 
verting  Vapours  from  the  Head. 

Cupping  and  Scarifying  is  wonder- 
fully  in  vogue  with  fome,  for  the 
above  Reafons,  of  Revulfion  and  De¬ 
rivation  :  but  the  Attraction  of  the 
Cupping-Glafs  has  fo  little  Effect,  the 
Number  who  ufe  them  fo  few,  and 
thofe  fo  inconfiderable,  ?tis  fcarce 
worth  while  to  fpend  time  to  con- 
fute  fuch  erroneous  Methods. 


The  next  thing  that  comes  to  be 
confider’d,  is  BUJiers ;  which  too 
many  mightily  rely  on,  without  re¬ 
flecting  on  the  ill  Effects  they  have 
in  feme  Cafes,  and  on  feme  Conftitn- 
tions ;  efpecially  thofe  of  a  Scorbu¬ 
tic  Habit  of  Body,  in  extreme  hot 
Conftitutions,  when  for  the  want  of 
Serum  the  Blood  boils.  In  old  Per- 
fons,  whofe  Balfamic  Particles  of  the 
Blood  are  for  the  mod  part  exhaufted, 
and  too  great  a  Quantity  of  corro¬ 
sive  Serum  is  left ;  to  fuch  the  Appli¬ 
cation  of  Blifiers  does  more  hurt  than 
good :  for  by  the  too  great  ACtion 

of 
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of  the  Caultic  Salts  that  enter  the 
Pores,  and  infinuate  themfelves  into 
the  Mafs  of  Blood,  the  Parts  are  fb 
ftimulated,  as  to  caufe  violent  Stran¬ 
guries,  voiding  of  bloody  Urine - 
forcing  alfo  Subltances  of  Matter’ 
relembling  Fat,  lb  large  as  would  be 
thought  incredible,  to  pals  through 
fo  narrow  a  Palfage  as  that  of  the 
Vrethra.  Now  lince  the  Inconve¬ 
nience  that  necelfarily  attends  fuch 
Methods  is  lb  great,  and  the  Advan¬ 
tage  that  may  reafonably  be  expe&ed 
from  ’em  fo  Imall ;  they  are  litter  for 
the  Practice  of  Empirics  and  Scara¬ 
mouches ,  than  regular  Phyficians :  But 
I  would  not  tire  the  Reader’s  Pa¬ 
tience  with  a  long  and  tedious  DiC 
courle,  and  lhall  therefore  only  add 

a  few  more  Obfervations,  and  con¬ 
clude. 


Obf  5, 

A  Cormjh  Man,  of  about  Thirty- 
Six  Years  of  Age,  who  had  been 
very  much  addicted  to  thofe  violent  / 
Exerciles  of  Cudgelling,  Wreftling, 
Hurling,  for  which  that  County 
during  the  time  of  their  Revels! 

is 
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is  very  remarkable ;  quitting  his  Em¬ 
ploy  for  the  more  immediate  Service 
of  his  Queen  and  Country,  goes  for 
Flanders  \  but  being  unacquainted 
with  the  Fatigue  of  feveral  Marches, 
and  unaccuftom’d  to  take  up  with 
fuch  flender  Fare,  was  feiz’d  with  a 
flow  lingring  Fever, which  terminated 
in  a  Deprivation  of  the  Ufe  of  his 
Limbs.  After  which  manner  he 
continued  in  the  Hofpital  during  the 
whole  Campaign  \  at  the  breaking 
up  of  which,  he  was  committed  to 
the  Surgeon’s  Care  of  the  relpedtive 
Regiment,  till  the  opening  of  the 
next  Campaign  ;  and  then  was  again 
receiv’d  into  the  Hofpital,  in  a  much 
worfe  Condition  than  when  he  left 
it,  being  perfe&ly  emaciated,  having 
crafty  Ulcers  on  the  Backs  of  his 
Hands,  and  on  his  Shin-Bones,  re- 
fembling  Venereal  Nodes ;  the  Bones 
alfo  carious,  feveral  Abfeffes  form’d 
on  the  Head,  with  fiery  Botches  or 
Carbuncles,  occafion’d  by  the  fliarp 
Cauftic  Lixivious  Salts,  with  which 
the  Blood  abounded.  He  fell  under 
my  Care,  but  all  means  proving  in¬ 
effectual,  he  died  in  a  few  days.  I 

indeed 
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indeed  fufpeded  his  Cafe  at  firft  to 
be  Venereal ;  but  being  a  Peribn 
bearing  a  good  Character,  and  pro- 
telling  he  had  been  at  no  time 
converfant  with  W  omen,  I  thought  it 
would  be  requifite  to  endeavour  to 
dilcover  from  what  Cade  thole  dire¬ 
ful  Effects  arofe.  In  order  thereto,  I 
firft  relolv’d  to  examine  the  Brain, 
and  had  no  lboner  made  my  Incifion 
on  the  Scalp,  but  I  perceiv’d  the  Cra¬ 
nium  to  be  foul  and  carious ;  which, 
in  taking  it  off,  I  found  had  reach’d 
not  only  the  inner  Lamina,  but  alio 
both  Meninges,  and  even  the  Corti¬ 
cal  Subftance  of  the  Brain :  in  per- 
forming  which,  notwithftanding  there 
iiTued  3.  vaft  C^u^ntity  of  Ssvuwij  yet 
in  the  third  Ventricle,  by  the  Gian- 
data  Pine  alls,  was  lodg’d  near  a  Pint 
of  Lymph,  and  that  lo  very  vilcous 
and  ropy  as  to  be  deny’d  the  lead 
I  adage.  In  the  Infundibulum  was 
alfo  an  incredible  Quantity  of  vif- 
cid  Serum,  much  thicker  than  the 
firft ,  and  the  Glandula  pit ui tana  fil¬ 
trated  like  a  cancerated  Gland.  This 
Difcovery  contributed  mightily  to 
roj  Satisladlion  and  ’twas  very  evi- 
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dent  that  the  Train  of  this  poor  Fel¬ 
low’s  Misfortunes  proceeded  not 
from  any  Venereal  Caufe,  but  from 
thole  Falls  and  Bruifes  he  had  for¬ 
merly  receiv’d ;  which  when  Nature 
was  indulged,  the  Spirits  buoy’d  up, 
the  Fibres  firm  and  elaftic,  each  part 
could  better  perform  its  Fundfion, 
and  fo  prevent  the  enfuing  Difeafe  : 
but  when  reduced  to  mean  Diet  and 
icanty  Allowance,  expos’d  to  Heats 
and  Colds,  infeparable  Concomitants 
of  a  Military  Life ;  the  Spirits  flag 
and  become  languid,  the  Fibres  lole 
their  wonted  Elafticity,  and  become 
lax,  the  Blood  lofes  its  T one ;  in  lhort, 
the  whole  Animal  Oeconomy  is  fo 
diforder’d,  that  the  vigorous  Attack 
of  a  Difeafe  meets  with  a  very  feeble 
Repulfe.  For  by  thefe  fevere  Shocks 
the  Lymphatics  and  fanguiferous  V ef- 
fels  being  frequently  broke,  the  ex- 
travafated  Blood  and  Lymph  is  dif- 
charg’d  into  the  Sinus's  of  the  Brain, 
where  it  coagulates  and  becomes  fo 
vifcous  as  not  to  be  able  to  pafs  thofo 
narrow  Canals,  but  lie  congefted 
there,  and  is  not  only  the  Source  of 

dreadful 
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dreadful  Symptoms,  but  the  Cauie 
of  Death  it  felf. 

Obf.  6 . 

A  certain  Gentlewoman  of  Ghent 
in  Flanders  accompanying  her  Spoufe 
to  Batavia,  of  which  he  was  Major 
Commandant  till  his  Deceafe,  in 
her  Return  from  thence  was  taken 
very  ill ;  for  which  Indilpofition  the 
Surgeon  of  the  VefTel  advifed  her  to 
the  Ufe  of  the  Cold  Bath :  but  whe¬ 
ther  owing  to  his  Ignorance  or  her 
Neglect,  foe  omitted  emerging  her 
Head.  She  was  no  foonergot  out  of 
the  Bath,  but  immediately  her  Head 
and  Face  was  fo  fwoln,  as  to  deprive 
her  both  of  Sight,  Speech,  and  the  Ufe 
of  all  her  Limbs.  At  her  Arrival  at 
Amfierdam,  Confultations  were  held 
by  the  bell  Phyficians  concerning 
her  Cafe,  with  very  good  Succels  as 
to  the  abating  the  Swelling  of  her 
Head,  and  Recovery  of  Speech  ;  but 
as  for  retrieving  the  Uie  of  her  Limbs, 
foe  found  no  manner  of  Benefit,  but 
remain’d  void  ofallSenfeand  Motion. 
Thus  deipairing  of  Help,  foereturnM 
to  Ghent ,  and  apply’d  her  felf  to  the 

F  2  Phyfi- 
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Phyficians  of  the  French  Holpital, 
who  were  then  in  that  Garilon,  but 
with  as  little  Advantage  as  the  former. 
In  this  Condition  was  flie  for  feme 
Years  confin’d  to  her  Bed,  and  reduc’d 
to  a  meer  Skeleton  ;  the  Bones  of  the 
Carptu  and  Metacarpus^  thole  of  the 
Tar  jus  and  Metatar  jus  being  diftorted 
to  a  Deformity  ;  nay,  the  very  Pha¬ 
langes  of  the  Fingers  and  Toes  were 
dillocated  by  the  Contraction  of  the 
Tendons.  She  then  had  recourfe  tp 
the  Town  Phyficians:  but  neither 
their  InunCtions  of  penetrating  Oils, 
camphorated  Spirits  ;  their  Aroma¬ 
tics,  or  volatile  Sudorifics,  to  cor¬ 
rect  and  difeharge  this  peccant  Mat¬ 
ter,  that  intercepted  the  nervous 
Fluid ;  nor  their  DecoCtions  of  the 
Woods,  Fomentations  or  Hot  Baths , 
avail’d  any  thing  :  fo  lire  entertain’d 
no  longer  Flopes  of  being  reliev’d. 

But  after  that  Memorable  Battle 
at  Ramillies ,  on  May  23.  1706.  the 
ViCtory  being  obtain’d  over  the 
Duke  of  Bavaria ,  by  that  Victorious 
General,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marl - 
borough ,  which  occafion’d  the  Ipeedv 
Reduction  of  all  the  Netherlands , 
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the  Britijh  Hofpital  remov’d  to  Ghent ; 
and  I  accidentally  took  Lodgings 
under  the  Roof  of  this  miferable 
Gentlewoman,  who  being  inform’d 
I  belong’d  to  that  Hofpital,  was  ve¬ 
ry  importunate  with  me  to  ufe  my 
utmoft  Endeavours  to  remove  her 
Indilpofition. 

Her  Cafe  being  very  uncommon, 
and  the  Succefs  precarious,  I  could 
not  proinife  much  to  raife  her  Expec¬ 
tations  ;  yet  being  unwilling  to  dif. 
courage  her,  I  took  my  leave  with 
an  Alfurance  of  confidering  her  Cafe 
and  get  the  Opinion  of  other  Phy¬ 
sicians,  whom  I  confulted  :  but  their 
concluding  that  ’twas  a  perfed:  Atro- 
phy,  difluadcd  me  fiom  attempting 
that  which  was  fo  improbable  of  be¬ 
ing  accomplifh’d. 

My  laft  Obfervation  fuggefted  to 
me,  that  this  Numbnefs  and  Dead- 
nefs  proceeded  from  the  Obftrudion 
of  the  nervous  Fluid,  occafion’d  by 
the  vilcous  glutinous  Matter  lodg’d 
in  the  Sinus’s  of  the  Brain ;  which, 
it  it  could  be  diluted  by  the  Power  of 
Medicine,  fo  as  to  be  carry’d  off'  by 
its  proper  Veffels,  I  then  thought  I 

might 
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might  expedf  Succefs :  fb  communi¬ 
cating  my  Thoughts  of  her  Cafe,  and 
the  Method  I  defign’d  to  profecute 
for  the  Cure,  to  the  ingenious  Dr. 
Laurence ,  then  Phyfician  General  to 
her  Majejifs  Forces  in  Flanders,  he 
approv’d  of  my  Method,  as  the  moft 
probable  to  recover  my  Patient,  and 
eftablidi  my  Character. 

This  encourag’d  me  to  undertake 
the  Cure.  What  dudi’d  me  more  with 
Hopes  of  Succefs,  was,  that  in  a 
Ihort  time  her  Menftrua  flow’d ;  which 
before,  during  the  whole  time  of  her 
Illnefs,  were  totally  fupprefs’d  :  after 
which,  in  three  Weeks  time,  die  was 
capable  (with  the  Affiftance  of  ano¬ 
ther’s  Arm)  to  walk  to  Church,  and 
by  degrees  acquir’d  her  former 
Health  and  Strength,  to  the  great 
Surprize  of  all  that  knew  her  deplo¬ 
rable  Cafe.  In  a  ihort  time  after  die 
was  marry’d,  and  deliver’d  of  a  ftrong 
and  healthy  Child. 

This  confirm’d  me  in  the  Opinion, 
that  let  a  Chronical  Cafe  be  ne’er  fb 
intricate,  ’tis  in  the  power  of  Me¬ 
dicines  (if  rightly  apply’d)  to  re¬ 
move  it,  fiippofing  there’s  not  too 
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great  a  Petref 'action,  or  Lois  of  Sub- 
ftance  in  the  Parts  afFedted :  For  the 
Truth  of  which,  I  could  produce  le- 
veral  Inftances,  were  it  not  a  Di- 
grefllon  from  my  prefent  Defign. 

Obf.  7. 

A robuft  young  Fellow,  attheSiege 
of  Bruffels ,  Anno  Dom.  1 70 6.  receiv¬ 
ing  a  Shot  thro  the  Metatar  jus  ;  af¬ 
ter  the  Wound  was  well  digelled 
Suppuration  promoted,  and  he  in  a 
fair  way  of  Recovery,  only  com¬ 
plaining  mightily  for  want  of  SJeen 
the  Phyfician,  in  his  Tour  of  Vi. 
fits,  oidei  d  him  a  gentle  Hypnotic 
Draught  .  but  the  Apothecary’s 
Man,  in  diftributing  the  Medicines 
gave  him  alfo  to  the  Quantity  of  fe~ 
ven  Grains  of  Laudanum  (Miftakes 
of  which  kind  in  the  Britiflj  Hot 
pital  are  ieldom  or  ever  known) 
the  next  Morning,  to  my  Surprize 
I  found  him  dead.  The  Nurfe  in¬ 
form’d  me  what  Pills  he  had  taken 
how  jocole,  pleafant,  and  merrily 
dilpos’d  he  was,  that  he  lung  very 
cheerfully,  and  a  lhort  while  after 
dozed  away. 
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The  next  day,  in  opening  his 
Head  to  lee  what  Dilcovery  I  could 
make,  I  no  fooner  reach’d  the  Me¬ 
ninges,  but  I  found  fome  of  the  Vet 
fels  diflended  to  a  prodigious  degree, 
others  burft,  from  whence  iflued  an 
incredible  Quantity  of  Blood ;  and 
from  the  Sinus's  came  (as  near  as  I 
could  judg)  to  the  Quantity  of  three 
Quarts  that  was  extravafated. 

Here’s  an  Inftance  of  an  Apoplexy 
from  Laudanum,  which  convinces 
me  that  its  Narcotic  or  Hypnotic  Fa¬ 
culty  proceeded  neither  from  an 
occult  Quality,  or  intenfe  Coldnefs, 
either  by  coagulating  or  environing 
the  Particles  of  Blood  or  Spirits,  and 
fb  preventing  their  Motion  :  for  fince 
by  a  Chymical  Analyfis  we  find  it 
gives  a  copious  Quantity  of  fetid 
Oil  and  Volatile  Spirit,  it  plain¬ 
ly  confutes  that  Aflertion  of  its  be¬ 
ing  cold  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  it  di£ 
fclves  the  Texture  of  the  Blood,  ren¬ 
ders  the  Humours  more  fluid,  hur¬ 
ries  the  Spirits  into  dilorderly  Mo¬ 
tions,  and  the  Heart,  by  its  repeated 
Syftole,  projects  the  Blood  with  too 
great  a  Velocity  to  the  Brain. 

Indeed 
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Indeed  when  the  Opium  begins 
firft  of  all  to  infinuate  it  lelf,  it 
rarifies  the  Arterial  Blood :  this  be¬ 
ing  ratified,  the  Spirits  then,  not  fo 
much  fetter’d  with  bloody  Particles, 
are  in  a  greater  quantity,  and  with 
more  eale,  lecern’d  by  the  Glands  of 
the  Brain,  and  convey’d  in  a  greater 
Copt  a  by  the  Nerves  thro  all  Parts  of 
the  Body ;  which  produces  that  Paf- 
fion  of  the  Mind,  Joy :  but  when  by 
this  Rarefaction  the  Arteries  are  fo 
diftended,  as  to  comprels  the  Nerves, 
and  retard  the  Circulation  of  their 
Fluid,  Comatofe  Diltempers  mull 
there  neceflarily  be  produc’d.  Hence 
it  is,  that  adminiftring  Opium  in  the 
beginning  of  Fevers,  the  Small-Pox, 
and  t^ie  like,  where  the  Blood  is 
already  in  too  great  a  Ferment, 
inftead  of  anfwering  the  Intention 
of  compofing  the  Patient,  throws 
him  into  Deliriums ,  and  even  Madnefs 
it  l'elfj  hurries  him  headlong  and  dii- 
traCted  out  of  the  World. 
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Obf.  8. 

Mr.  Kjlbraith ,  a  Merchant  of  Brifl 
tol,  about  Forty  Five  Years  of  Age, 
labouring  for  many  Years  under  ^  a 
Jfljpocotttlyiac  Jplslayicholy,  continu  d 
under  the  Phyficians  hands  for  a 
long  time ;  but  was  fo  far  from  reap¬ 
ing  the  lead  Benefit  from  their  Pre- 
fcriptions,  that  he  daily  declin’d,  and 
loft  his  Appetite ;  nay,  the  very  Sight 
and  Smell  of  Meats  were  fo  offenfive 
as  to  create  a  Naufea,  till  at  length  he 
had  contracted  a  Complication  of 
Difeafes :  then  he  committed  himfelf 
to  my  Care,  who  in  a  iliort  time  had 
the  good  Fortune  to  be  the  Inftru- 
ment  of  his  Recovery. 

Some  time  after  having  an  Affair 
at  the  Bath,  and  there  meeting  with 
a  Gentleman  of  his  Acquaintance, 
he  was  prevail’d  upon  to  bathe  him- 
felf;  but  what  with  fweating,  the 
Vitriolic,  Sulphureous,  or  Bitumi¬ 
nous  Effluvia  of  the  Waters,  he  be¬ 
came  faint,  heavy,  and  render’d  al- 
moft  Lethargic :  however  relying  too 
much  on  the  Strength  of  Nature,  he 
negleCted  the.  Ufe  of  Means,  till  one 
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Night  being  taken  with  a  Contraction 
of  the  Nerves,  and  loon  after  feiz’d 
with  a  few  Convulfive  Paroxyfins ; 
I  was  lent  for  the  Morning  follow¬ 
ing,  and  advis’d  him  to  air  and  ex- 
ercife  himfelf  with  gentle  Riding: 
he  no  fooner  attempted  to  rile,  and 
plac’d  his  Feet  on  the  cold  Floor, 
but  was  immediately  ieiz’d  with  a 
violent  Fit  of  an  Apoplexy,  and  in 
a  moment  became  cold,  ftiffj  and  to 
all  Appearance  lifelefs.  At  this  fur- 
prizing  Accident,  the  whole  Family 
ran  out  to  rally  lame  of  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  to  their  Affiftance,  left  me 
alone,  where  I  accidentally  found  a 
Imall  Bottle  of  Spirits  of  Harts-horn, 
which  I  pour’d  down  his  Throat;  and 
at  their  Return  I  deflr’d  he  might  have 
a  FriCtion  all  over  his  Body  :  which 
prov’d  fo  lucceftful,  that  I  foon  per¬ 
ceiv’d  a  Puliation  and  Relpiration. 

I  then  took  Sixteen  Ounces  of  Blood 
from  the  Temporal  Artery,  and  in 
lels  time  than  ever  I  obferv’d  from 
the  Arm  ;  after  which,  I  preferib’d 
what  I  thought  proper  for  his  Cafe. 
Other  Phyficians  who  were  alfo  fent 

G  2  for, 
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for,  came,  and  to  my  Face  approv'd 
of  my  Method  of  treating  him,  but 
after  my  Departure  they  ridicul’d  it 
as  milchievous  and  hurtful,  laying 
?twas  the  only  way  to  draw  the  Dih 
temper  to,  and  confirm  it  in  the  Head. 
Whether  Ignorance  or  Malice  had  the 
Afcendant,  or  whether  equal  Parts 
of  both  contributed  to  furnifh  their 
Upper  Rooms ,  it  matters  not :  but 
my  Affairs  obliging  me  to  go  a  few 
Miles  from  thence,  I  defir’ d  the  Sur¬ 
geon,  if  he  was  threatned  with  a  re« 
turning  Fit,  to  introduce  his  Lancet 
into  the  fame  Orifice,  and  take  fiich 
a  Quantity  as  might  be  requifite; 
but  at  the  Attack  of  the  next  Fit, 
thefe  judicious  Gentlemen  preven¬ 
ted  the  Surgeon,  and  diffuaded  the 
Friends,  by  amufing  them  with  the 
dangerous  Confequence  that  muft 
neceffarily  accrue,  till  the  Blood 
flew  impetuoufly  out  of  the  Mouth 
and  Nofe ;  and  then,  when  ’twas 
too  late,  they  contented.  Howe¬ 
ver,  after  this  fecond  Difcharge  he 
immediately  recover’d  his  Senle  and 
Speech.  At  my  Return,  his  Friends 
inform’d  me  what  had  happen’d,  and 

that 
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that  ’twas  owing  to  thofe  Phyficians, 
that  they  had  not  ftridtly  oblerv’d 
my  Method;  at  which  being  about 
to  leave  him,  I  was  prevail’d  upon,  by 
his  importuning  me  fo  earneftly,  to 
tarry.  I  was  entirely  of  the  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  Veflels  of  the  Brain 
were  burlt ;  but  however  I  defir’d  a 
Confutation  with  Dr.  Bave  of  Bath, 
and  acquainted  him  with  my  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  which  he  approv’d  ofj  and 
gave  him  my  Opinion  of  the  Defi 
peratenefs  of  his  Cafe,  which  he  alfo 
fear’d.  But  the  other  Phyficians, 
tho  their  Companies  and  Opinions 
were  defir’d,  yet  thought  fit,  as  they 
had  fheak’d  off,  to  abfcond,  who  be¬ 
ing  too  confcious  to  themfelves  of 
the  irreparable  Prejudice  they  had  al¬ 
ready  done;  giving  only  this  ihuffling, 
trifling  Excufe,  That  truly  Dr.  Bave 
was  lo  Angular  as  to  confult  with 
none  but  fuch  as  had  been  educated 
at  Oxford;  whereas  that  ingemomy 
as  well  as  ingenuous  Gentleman, 
who  is  a  Credit  to  the  Univerfity 
where  educated,  an  Advantage  to 
the  Town  where  lie  refides,  and  to 
fuch  that  have  Recourfe  there  for 
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the  Benefit  of  the  Waters,  regards 
the  Qualifications  of  a  Phyfician 
more  than  the  Place  where  quali- 
fy’d.  After  feme  Medicines  pre- 
fcrib’d,  the  Doctor  returns  without 
entertaining  the  leaf!  Hopes  of  his 
Recovery ;  but  the  Patient  refting 
well  that  Night,  his  former  Phyfi- 
cians  concluded  then  he  was  in  a 
fair  way  of  doing  well.  I  took  li¬ 
berty  to  inform  ’em  how  great  Stran¬ 
gers  they  were  to  his  prefent  Cafe ; 
and  that  when  they  were  in  the 
greateft  Expectations  of  his  being  out 
of  danger,  that  then  they  would 
have  moft  reafon  to  fear  his  being 
fnatch’d  away :  which  happen’d  ac¬ 
cordingly  ;  for  the  very  enfuing 
Night,  whilft  jocofe  and  merry  with 
his  Friends,  he  was  feiz’d  of  a  hidden, 
and  had  juft  time  allow’d  him  to  be¬ 
queath  his  Soul  to  God  that  gave  it, 
and  fo  expir’d,  fnorting  and  diicharg- 
ing  a  vaft  Quantity  of  Livid  Blood 
from  his  Noftrils. 

This  to  me  is  an  evident  Proof 
that  this  Gentleman  was  entirely 
loft  by  this  NegleCt,  the  Difeafe  be¬ 
ing  too  violent,  and  too  hidden  to 

be 
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be  conquer’d  by  internal  Medicines ; 
whereas  had  the  Artery  been  open’d’ 
as  I  order’d,  it  might  have  prevented 
the  returning  Fit. 


Obf.  9. 

Mr.  Jeffrey  Pirmel,  a  very  confi- 
derable  Man  of  the  City  of  Brijtol , 
returning  from  Morning-Service,  and 
reflecting  on  the  manifold  Mercies 
bounteous  Heaven  had  bellow’d  on 
him,  particularly  acknowledged  the 
large  Share  of  that  inellimable  Jew¬ 
el,  Health ,  which  from  his  Infancy 
he  had  enjoy’d  without  rhe  lead:  In¬ 
terval  of  Sicknefs ;  and  that  notwith- 
ftanding  he  was  fo  much  advanc’d 
in  Y ears,  he  could  difeern  no  fenfibie 
Alteration  as  to  his  good  Habit  of 
Body :  but  in  the  mean  time,  in¬ 
clining  his  Head  with  a  Defign  to 
buckle  his  Shoe,  he  fell  down  as 
dead  on  the  Floor  ;  which  (being  a 
Stone  Pavement)  made  a  confide- 
rable  Contulion  on  his  Forehead. 
He  was  immediately  lifted  up,  and 
what  with  Fried  ions  and  Cardiac 
Draughts,  was  recruited  to  that  de¬ 
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gree,  that  in  the  fpace  of  three 
Hours  he  became  very  fenfible  ;  and 
amongft  lcveral  Phyficians  that  were 
mention’d  to  him,  he  was  pleas’d 
to  fend  for  me,  inform’d  me  of  his 
manner  of  being  leiz’d,  that  he  was 
then  very  Coftive,  and  had  a  Sup- 
preffion  of  Urine ;  but  the  Pulfe  be¬ 
ing  not  very  irregular,  I  defer’d  o- 
pening  the  Artery  :  fo  at  that  time  I 
prefcrib’d  only  Laxatives  and  Diure¬ 
tics ,  and  took  my  leave,  defiring  him 
to  acquaint  me  at  the  firffc  Appear¬ 
ance  of  the  returning  Fit ;  which  hap¬ 
pen’d  the  following  Morning  at  Four 
a  Clock :  at  which  time  the  Fit  was  fo 
exceeding  levere,  that  he  was  almoft 
fuffocated,  and  his  Face  difcolour’d 
like  one  ftrangled :  the  Artery  being 
then  turgid  and  quick  (as  it  always  is 
in  thole  Cafes)  I  immediately  took 
away  about  Sixteen  Ounces,  which 
1  had  no  fooner  done,  but  he  ask’d 
me  what  I  was  doing.  I  order’d  him 
to  be  Rais’d  out  of  his  Bed  (being 
there  too  much  confin’d)  and  con¬ 
vey’d  into  a  more  airy  Room ;  which 
occafion’d  him  to  make  Water  very 
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plentifully  :  But  after  a  ItriCt  Enqui¬ 
ry,  I  found  that  the  Concuffion  gi¬ 
ven  the  Brain,  and  the  Symptoms 
attending  it  were  fuch,  that  the  Vet 
fels  mull  neceflarily  be  broke,  and 
that  there  was  but  fin  all  Hope  left 
to  expeCt  his  Recovery;  which  I 
freely  told  his  Friends,  they  being 
very  preffing  with  me  to  giye  my 
real  Sentiments,  and  defirous  of  a 
Confutation,  which  for  their  Satit 
faCtion  I  approv’d  of.  So  they  lent 
for  Dr.  — —  - —  at  Four  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing,  who,  notwithstanding  he  had 
given  his  Word  of  Honour  to  be 
immediately  there ;  yet,  after  his 
ulual  way,  kept  ’em  in  expectation 
till  Eleven,  at  which  time  afium- 
ing  his  ulual  haughty  Air  (to  in» 
finuate  himlelf  into  the  Opinion  of 
the  Vulgar)  he  enters ;  but  being  in¬ 
form’d  who  was  above,  in  order  for 
a  Conlultation,  this  brazen  Oracle 
turns  on  his  heel, and  pronounces  thele 
Words,  With  this  1  conjult ,  and  none 
elje ,  pointing  to  his  Brealt,  the  Tho¬ 
rax  being  equally  as  well  furnilh’d 
with  Brain,  as  the  Uranium.  But  tho 
he  was  mightily  reflected  on  for  this 

H  inroe- 
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imperious  Air,  ’tis  every  Perfon’s 
Duty  to  judg  charitably,  and  put  the 
moil:  favourable  Conftruition  that 
’twill  bear :  I  for  my  part  would  im¬ 
pute  it  to  an  innate  Modefty,  being 
confcious  of  his  Ignorance  in  that 
Cafe;  and  that  offering  his  Opi¬ 
nion,  would  be  but  expofing  him- 
felf  without  the  lead  Service  accru¬ 
ing  to  the  Patient :  Galen  and  Hip¬ 
pocrates  ftiiting  no  more  his  Genius, 
than  Cook  or  Littleton.  But  not  to 
harp  too  long  on  fuch  an  untunable 
String,  I’ll  wave  this,  heartily  wifh- 
ing  (for  the  Benefit  of  thofe  unfor¬ 
tunate  diftemper’d  Perfbns  that  fall 
under  his  Care)  that  for  the  future 
he  may  have  better  Succefs,  than 
from  his  Knowledg  in  the  Faculty 
of  Phyfic  can  reafbnably  be  ex¬ 
pected. 

I  continu’d  in  the  Ufe  of  proper 
Means,  but  for  the  Reafons  before 
mention’d  could  not  expedt  his  Reco¬ 
very  ;  for  tho  to  appearance  he  was 
much  better,  yet  the  next  day  about 
Eleven  in  the  Forenoon,  he  fell  into 
a  cold  clammy  Sweat,  and  for  the 
Space  of  almoft  an  Hour  fnorted 

excel- 
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exceffively,  foam’d  at  the  Mouth, 
and  expir’d. 

Some  perhaps  may  lay  this  might 
have  as  well  been  omitted  as  inier- 
ted,  the  Patient  dying ;  but  this  may 
lerve  to  confirm  my  Alfertion,  that 
Arteriotomy  is  lb  much  preferable  to 
Phlebotomy,  there  being  no  Parallel 
Inllance,  that  ever  the  latter  had  fo 
Ipeedy  an  EfFe<3  to  recal  the  Sen les. 

The  two  following  Oblervations 
tho  I  formerly  publilh’d  them  in  a 
Latin  Difiertation  on  this  Subjedt 
which  is  annex’d  to  this  Treatife  • 
yet  for  the  Benefit  of  thole  who  are’ 
not  fo  well  acquainted  with  that 
Language,  being  lb  remarkable,  I 
could  not  omit  giving  them  a  place 
here  in  the  Englijh  Tongue, 

Obf.  10. 

A  certain  Perfon,  of  about  Forty 
Years  of  Age,  who  had  lived  luxu- 
rioully  in  his  Youth,  being  reduc’d 
to  Poverty,  and  from  a  thriving 
Tradelman  become  a  private  Sen¬ 
tinel,  went  to  bed  in  perfedl  Health, 
but  the  next  Morning  was  found 
dead.  I  relolv’d  to  open  and  exa- 

H  2  *  mine 
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mine  his  Head,  and  had  no  fooner 
fawn  thro  the  .Cranium,  and  reach’d 
the  Meninges ,  but  the  Blood  fprung 
out  from  thofe  torn  V eflels  with 
that  Violence,  as  if  an  Amputation 
had  been  perform’d  on  the  Leg  or 
Arm  of  a  living  Perfon ;  which  had 
it  been  timely  difcharg’d,  by  open¬ 
ing  the  Artery ,  his  Life  might  have 
been  preferv’d. 

Obf.  II. 

A  young  Fellow  about  Thirty, 
who  had  been  fickly  for  a  confide- 
rable  time ;  but  when  on  the  Reco¬ 
very,  I  ask’d  him,  horv  he  did  ?  he 
told  me,  he  was  tolerably  well :  but 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hours  time  News 
was  brought  me  that  he  was  dead. 
I  immediately  went  to  him,  difeo- 
ver’d  a  (mail  Relpiration,  and  could 
juft  perceive  a  Puliation  in  the  Tem¬ 
poral  Arteries ,  which  4I  open’d  on 
each  fide ;  and  after  having  bled  very 
freely,  he  prefently  began  to  dil- 
courie  with  me :  two  hours  after  I 
took  more  Blood  from  the  (ame  O- 
rifices,  and  a  third  time  a  confidera- 
ble  Quantity :  by  which  means. 
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with  the  ufe  of  warm  comfortable 
Medicines,  he  perfe&ly  recover’d. 

Thus  during  the  time  of  my  be¬ 
ing  in  Flanders ,  as  there  were  many 
Cafes  of  this  nature  offer’d,  fo  I 
never  neglected  embracing  all  Op¬ 
portunities  by  them,  which  more 
and  more  confirm’d  me  in  the  Opi- 
nion  of  Arteriotomj . 

Obf.  12. 

I  lhall  only  add  one  Inftance  more 
of  the  Mifmanagement  of  Difeafes, 
and  the  irregular  Adminiftration  of 
Medicines,  and  conclude.  ’Twas 
on  the  famous  William  Penn  Elq;  who 
being  of  a  Plethoric  Habit  of  Body, 
and  Lethargic ,  was  one  day  (eiz’d 
with  Convulfions  at  his  Table,  and 
falter’d  in  his  Speech :  immediately 
their  Family  Phyfician  was  lent  for, 
who  took  the  uliial  Method  of  treat¬ 
ing  him,  till  at  length  it  terminated 
in  an  Intermitting  Fever ,  which  was 
fo  ill  manag’d,  that  ’twas  fix  Weeks 
before  he  could  be  removed  to  his 
Country  Houfe.  Being  at  Briflol  fix 
Months  after,  he  was  ieiz’d  with  a- 

nother 
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Bother  Fit  of  the  fame  kind,  but 
much  more  fevere  :  a  Learned  Phy- 
flcian  was  then  employ’d.,  who* 
foaming  to  jog  on  in  the  old  beaten 
Lmej  Pack-horfe  like*  was  more 
pompous  in  his  Prefcriptions ;  as 
appear’d  by  ordering  his  Antilethar- 
gic  or  famous  Cephalic  Powder*  which 
by  virtue  of  an  occult  Quality* _  | 
(could  it  but  have  infinuated  it  felf 
into  every  Crevice  of  the  Cranium) 
would  have  work’d  Wonders :  but 
thefe  Circumforaneous  Scouts  want¬ 
ing  the  Far  ole *  could  not  pals*  the 
Ports  of  the  Os  Crebriforme  being  fo 
well  guarded  with  Nerves *  Veins  ^  Ar¬ 
teries^  and  fo  clofely  lin’d  with  Mem¬ 
branes  ;  fo  that  this  Specific  Powder 
not  anfwering  Expectation*  this  wor¬ 
thy  Gentleman  left  him*  who  after 
forne  moderate  days  Journeys  arriv’d 
at  his  Country  Seat  at  Rufcomb  near 
Reading *  where  he  was  feiz’d  with 
a  third  Fit.  Their  Phyfician  was 
then  lent  for  from  London ,  who  pro- 
fecuted  his  former  Method*  only  4 
with  this  difference*  that  he  order’d 
Cupping*  Scarifying;  and  then  ap¬ 
plying  the  ftrongelt  Epifpafiics ,  this 

barbarous 
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Stranguries ;  and  the  little  Urine  he 
made  vvas  with  great  Pain  and  much 
Difficulty,  and  of  a  bloody  Tinc¬ 
ture,  intermix’d  with  coagulated 
Matter,  relembling  Lumps  of  Fat 

:°  that  ’twould  be  thought 

incredible  to  pafs  the  Vrethra.  By 
this  Severity  (tho  entirely  owina  to 
l  good  CpnftitHCion)  hi  was  “not 
fJl  d>  yet  it  confirm’d  a  Hydrocepha- 

Z  Dr°fj,  in  his  Head’  which 
Cff  d  a  icnfibie  Decay  thro  all  Parts 

Of  his  Body,  depriv’d  him  of  his 

Speech,  and  the  ulc  of  his  Senfes  • 

Do°a»  left  h,tfp°“d“g  S“K 
All  which  Misfortunes  might  have 
been  prevented  by  bleeding  in  the 
Artery  at  the  firft  Appearance  of  the 
Diieale,  and  fading  in  with  my  Mea¬ 
sures  before  mention’d. 

I  was  then  lent  for,  and  fiicceeded 
lo  well,  that  in  a  few  days  he  was 
apparently  better ;  fo  I  left  him  to 
tj/c  '-'are  °t  his  Apothecary,  and  in 
about  ten  days  time  paying  him  a 
iecond  Vifit,  I  found  him  quite  a- 
aother  Man ;  he  had  realTum’d  his 

wonted 
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wonted  Brisknefs  and  Alacrity ;  and 
thus  continu’d  for  lome  Months  in  a 
very  good  State  of  Health,  till  this 
unhappy  Accident :  having  two  Fon- 
tinels  betwixt  the  Scapula’s,  on  one 
of  which  a  Protuberance  rofe  like 
a  Boil,  which  threw  him  into  a  vio¬ 
lent  Fever ;  this  Tumor  increas’d  to 
a  prodigious  Size,  extending  it  felf 
from  the  lower  Angle  of  the  Scapula 
all  over  the  Clavicle.  My  being  fent 
for  to  Brifiol,  to  vifit  an  antient  La¬ 
dy  (who  had  formerly  been  my  Pa¬ 
tient  and  belt  Benefaclrix)  oblig’d  him 
to  make  ufe  of  the  former  Phyflcian, 
and  a  Metropolitan  Surgeon :  but  a 
Friend  of  Mr.  Penn  being  very  impor¬ 
tunate  with  me,  I  waited  on  him  with 
all  Expedition,  found  they  had  ap- 
ply’d  Cataplafms ,  in  order  to  bring  it 
to  Suppuration,  and  had  attempted  to 
lay  the  Jbfcefs  open,  but  thro  Fear 
had  only  fcratch’d  the  Teguments.  I 
then  took  the  Probe,  and  introduc’d 
it  eight  or  nine  Inches,  and  made  a 
deep  Incifion,  from  whence  a  con- 
fiderable  Quantity  of  Pus  difchargd 
it  felf.  Then  I  order’d  a  Digeftive  to 
deftroy  whatever  Fungus  might  re¬ 
main  v 
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main  ;  by  which  means  he  was  im¬ 
mediately  freed  from  the  Fever,  with- 
out  the  leaft  Occafion  of  being 
cramb’d  with  febrifuge  Draughts, 
Powders,  and  Holm's  that  lay  fo  plen¬ 
tifully  prepar’d  for  him ;  lb  I  left  him 
to  the  Care  of  a  Surgeon  in  Read¬ 
ing,  an  ingenious  Man,  who  com- 
pleated  the  Cure  effectually :  and 
now  he  enjoys  as  large  a  Meafure 
of  Health  as  ever. 

This  Operation  of  Arteriotomy , 
that  the  Generality  are  1b  timerous 
and  cautious  of  attempting,  Pve  not 
only  perform’d  and  order’d  for  A- 
dults,  but  even  on  Infants  them- 
felv.es.  One  particularly  who  fell  un¬ 
der  my  Care,  was  the  Child  of  a 
diftemper’d  Parent,  who  as  fbon 
as  born  was  attended  with  Con- 
vulfions,  and  at  fix  Weeks  old  was 
ieiz’d  with  one  fo  violent,  that 
none  had  the  leaft  room  to  hope  for 
Life :  but  at  the  taking  away  a 
Imall  Quantity  of  Blood  from  the 
Artery ,  the  Child  was  in  an  inftant 
reliev’d,  look’d  chearful,  plealant, 
and  immediately  took  the  Breaft, 
which  for  lome  time  before  the  Fit 

I  he 
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he  had  refus’d,  and  fo  with  the  Ule 
of  proper  Medicines  perfectly  reco¬ 
ver’d. 

This  Treatife  I  don’t  doubt  but 
will  meet  with  fbme  who  will  ap¬ 
prove  of  it,  as  well  as  other  preju¬ 
dic’d  Perfons  that  will  be  as  ready 
to  contemn  and  condemn  it.  But 
what  I’ve  writ  was  entirely  owing 
to  a  Senfe  of  my  Duty  to  my  Fel¬ 
low-Creatures,  without  either  con- 
fulting  the  Applaufe  of  the  former, 
or  valuing  in  the  leaft  the  malicious 
Cenlures  of  the  latter. 

- - Si  quid  novijii  reciius  ifiis7 

Cmdidus  imferti ;  fi  non7  his  utere 
mecum. 
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appendix. 

MY  Bookfeller  having  allur’d 
ttic,  that  a  Book  without 
an  Appendix  is  like  a  Play 
without  an  Epilogue,  I  immediately 
addrefs’d  my  felf  to  write  one ;  but 
the  Difficulty  was,  to  fix  on  the  Ar¬ 
gument,  among  lb  many  as  offer’d 
themfelves  to  my  Thoughts.  At 
firft  I  refolv’d  to  demonftrate  that 
the  Ammdcula  did  not  enter  the 
Uterus  till  they  had  impregnated  one 
of  the  Ova  in  the  Ovaria  •  and  when 
there  maturated,  fall  from  thence  in¬ 
to  the  Tub#  Fallopian#,  and  laftly  in¬ 
to  the  Womb.  Then  I  thought  I 
would  expofe  (as  the  Pra&ice  de- 
lerves)  the  ufe  of  Oils,  Syrups  and 
Diuretics  in  Diftempers  of  the  Stone, 
and  confirm  my  Opinion  by  un¬ 
doubted  Obfervations,  ihowing  that 

K.  fuel) 
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fiich  Applications  generate  the  Stone, 
but  never  diffolve  or  carry  it  off; 
and  inftead  of  Syrups,  Oleaginous 
and  Tartar ous  Liquids,  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  Ufe  of  Malt  Liquors  : 
and  at  the  lime  time  to  llievv  that 
Gravel  is  not  produc'd  from  any  De¬ 
ficiency  in  the  Kidneys,  but  a  Difi 
order  in  the  Bowels  arifing  from 
Indigeftion.  At  another  time,  I 
thought  it  would  be  no  unuleful 
thing  to  the  Town,  to  demonftrate 
that  the  Conlumptions,  which  we 
frequently  meet  with,  arife  not  from 
any  Tendency  in  Nature,  but  from 
the  mifchievous  Effedts  of  improper 
and  ill-apply’d  Medicines  in  venereal 
Cafes. 

While  I  was  thus  in  fulpence,  a 
Book  calually  fell  into  my  hands, 
of  Ohfervations  on  Be  zoar -Stones^ 
with  a  Vindication  of  Sugar r,  &c.  in 
which  I  law  there  was  copious  Mat¬ 
ter  to  remark  upon :  but  finding  in 
it  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Cooke  of  Bnjloly 
which  extols  this  new  Chalk  Medicine 
above  all  others,  I  fhall  confine  my 

Book,  and 
few  Obier- 
vations, 


lelf  to  that  part  of  th 
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rations,  how  little  this  Medicine  de¬ 
fer  ves  the  Praifes  given  it. 

Obf.  i. 

Mrs.  Paget ,  the  Wife,  of  a  noted 
Man  in  Brijlol,  had  for  many  Years 
been  afflidted  with  the  Cholick  and 
Stone,  but  finall  ones,  and  at  ionic 
Seaions  of  the  Year  more  violent 
than  others.  Under  this  Misfortune 
me  apply’d  to  Dr.  Cook,  and  his  Un¬ 
derlings,  who  in  vain  us’d  their  ce¬ 
lebrated  Medicine,  with  their  Lau¬ 
danum  Doles,  till  lire  was  brought 
upon  a  Rack,  and  continu’d  fo  for 
fix  or  feven  Months.  I  being  fent 
for  (and  being  appriz’d  how  lhe  had 
been  us’d)  gave  her  fome  things  of 
&  warm  attenuating  Nature,  by  the 
Help  of  which  ilie  difcharg’d  vail 
Quantities  of  a  hard  compact  Sub- 
Bailee,  that  was  generated  in  her 
Stomach,  with  much  Choler  and 
Bile.  Afterwards  ihe  had  an  Evacua¬ 
tion  downwards  of  great  Numbers 
of  Stones  that  were  hardned  in  the 
Bowels,  occafion’d  by  this  Chalk 
mixing  it  lelf  with  the  Flarne  in  the 
Stomach;  by  which  means  they 

K  2  were 
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were  lapify’d  by  the  Heat  of  the 
Liver,  as  Chalk  will  be  before  the 
Fire  when  mix’d  with  Water.  Up¬ 
on  the  fecond  Application,  many 
more  came  away,  feme  fmaller,  and 
fome  greater.  The  third  time  lhe 
difcharg’d  one  as  large  as  a  big 
Walnut,  which  I  have  now  by  me, 
and  which  fliows  where  it  was  faftned 
to  the  Dultus  Bilearius,  and  the  Fur¬ 
rows  made  by  the  Periftaltic  Mo¬ 
tion  of  the  Guts ;  and  by  pricking 
of  it  you  bring  out  the  very  Chalk, 
as  appears  from  mixing  it  with  Wa¬ 
ter,  that  gives  a  Colour  like  other 
Chalk.  From  that  moment  lhe  was 
reliev’d  from  all  Complaints;  and 
falling  afleep  for  fome  hours,  fhe 
wak’d  perfe&ly  reffelh’d.  I  us’d 
fome  things  which  I  thought  proper 
to  recover  the  Tone  of  her  Sto¬ 
mach,  &c.  She  now  enjoys  a  good 
State  of  Health,  and  has  continu’d 
well  ever  fince. 

Obf.  2. 

Mr.  Cooper,  Under-SherifF  of  Brif- 
tol ,  taking  a  Cold,  and  thereupon 
falling  into  Vomiting,  with  Pains  in 

his 
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his  Bowels,  fent  for  Dr.  Cook,  who 
order’d  him  the  above-mention’d 
never-failing  Medicine  in  Powder, 
with  a  compofing  Draught ;  which 
was  lo  far  from  relieving  the  Patient, 
that  he  awak’d  after  two  hours  Sleep 
with  great  Opprellions  and  conti¬ 
nual  Reaching.  And  when  upon 
a  Repetition  of  the  Medicine,  he 
grew  worle,  I  was  call’d ;  when  I 
came,  and  found  him  in  cold  Sweats 
and  continual  Vomitings,  I  look’d 
to  lee  what  had  been  given  him,  and 
found  half  a  dozen  Papers  of  this 
Medicine,  and  a  Vial  of  cooling  Ju¬ 
lep,  with  the  Powder  at  the  bot- 
tom.  His  Cale  being  paft  remedy, 
I  took  my  leave  of  him,  and  he 
dy’d  the  next  Morning. 

The  following  Obiervation  will 
lhow  how  much  the  Doctor  himfelf 
depends  on  the  Infallibility  of  his 
ineftimable  Medicine,  as  he  calls  it. 

Obf.  3. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Alton ,  Daughter  to 
the  Alderman  of  that  Name  in  Brif- 
toi,  had  a  Spring-Ague,  of,  which  I 
pur  d  her ;  but  by  eating  unripe 

Fruit,  • 
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Fruit,  and  taking  Cold,  {he  fell  into  an 
intermitting  Fever  with  a  Cough.  In 
which  Cale  fome  officious  Friends 
(as  liich  are  never  wanting)  prevail’d 
with  her  to  put  her  felf  into  the 
hands  of  Dr.  Cooky  and  fome  of  his 
Underftrappers,  well  enough  known 
in  the  City  ;  who  giving  her  (fecun- 
dum  Conjuetudinem ,  but  not  fecun « 
dum  Artem)  Chalk,  Milk,  and  Lau¬ 
danum  Draughts,  the  Diftemper  gai¬ 
ned  Strength  (as  how  could  it  do 
otherwife)  and  the  abus’d  Patient 
threw  up  great  Quantities  of  Chalk 
and  curdled  Milk  together ;  the  Caufe 
inftead  of  the  Cure  of  her  Difeafe. 
Thefe  Symptoms  puzzled  the  poor 
Doctor,  and  he  had  no  other  way 
to  fave  his  own  Credit,  but  by  re¬ 
commending  her  to  Dr.  Slavey  then 
at  the  Lathy  whom  he  highly  ex- 
toll’d  on  this  Occafion.  Dr.  Slave 
continues  in  the  former  Method, 
only  adds  Bath-Watevs  to  the  Plail- 
tring;  but  the  Compadnefs  of  the 
Subftance,  before  form’d  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach,  being  too  firm  for  the  Waters 
to  difentangle,  in  order  to  expec¬ 
torate,  they  were  forc’d  down  thro 

the 
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the  Pyloris,  by  the  Weight  of  the 
Waters,  which  relax’d  that  Orifice  of 
the  Stomach  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it 
could  no  more  contrad  it  felf:  add 
to  this,  that  the  continual  Defluxion 
of  that  lharp  corrofive  Matter  that 
had  fo  long  been  pent  in  among  the 
folds  of  the  Stomach,  inflam’d  both 
it  and  the  Guts  fo  greatly,  that  ihe 
tell  into  continual  Purgings  till  far 
expir’d.  The  Dodors&had  now  no 
way  left  to  excufe  themfelves,  but 
by  charging  all  upon  die  Bath-Waters 
which,  God  knows,  were  very  in¬ 
nocent  of  this  poor  Lady’s  Death. 
But  the  noblefl:  Medicines  are  hurtful 
when  ill  apply’d,  and  the  greatefl: 
Bleflings  are  fatal  when  they  pals 
tnro  unskilful  Hands.  '  1 


Obf.  4. 

Alderman  Stephens  his  Lady  of 
Prs/hi,  having  been  in  an  ill  State 
of  Health  for  many  Years,  and  us’d 
divers  Phyficians,  but  elpecially  Dr 
Cooke,  when  file  found  her  felf  low¬ 
ing  worfe,  lent  for  me.  When  I 
came,  I  found  her  reaching,  and 
yery  much  convuls’d;  what  fhe 

brought 
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brought  up,  was  hard  Subftances,  not 
properly  Pleghm,  but  fomewhat 
wrapt  in  Pleghm.  Her  Vomiting 
had  follow’d  her  for  fome  Y ears  paft, 
and  would  continue  with  very  little 
Xntermiffion  for  three  Weeks  at  a 
time.  Upon  Enquiry  what  Hie  had 
principally  took,  I  found  it  was  the 
Pouders  and  Compofing  Draught. 
Hereupon  I  prefcrib’d  her  fome  pro¬ 
per  things  to  difintangle  the  pre¬ 
ternatural  Subftances  generated  in 
the  Stomach ;  which  had  their  Effed: : 
the  Convulfions  loon  abated,  and 
after  voiding  a  number  of  Worms, 
and  particularly  one  of  half  a  Yard 
long,  and  as  lharp  at  both  ends  as  a 
Needle,  the  Convulfion  and  the 
Stone  both  left  her.  By  proper  Pre- 
Icriptions  afterwards,  I  cur’d  her  of 
one  of  the  molt  complicated  Diftem- 
pers  that  I  have  ever  met  with  in 
my  Practice. 

Obf. 

Mr.  PrankarcPs  Wife  of  Brijlolj 
being  attended  with  Cholick  Pains, 
was  difciplin’d  by  Dr.  Cooke  in  the 
old  manner,  with  Chalk  Medicines 

and 
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and  compofing  Draughts.  When  I 
came  to  her  from  the  Country 
(where  I  then  was)  and  found  the 
Courfe  foe  was  in,  it  being  the  E- 
vening,  I  prefcrib’d  nothing;  but 
coming  the  next  Morning,  found 

^ead"  UPon  Difcourfe  with  her 
Mother,  I  perceiv’d  the  Dodror  had 
been  there  again  after  me,  and  re- 
peated  his  Medicine,  which  in  a 
few  Hours  threw  her  into  fuch  Con- 
vuifions  as  ended  in  Death. 


Obf  6, 

...  Mr.  Davis  of  BriftoPs  Wife  being 
!U  °f  a  Complication  of  Diftempers, 
had  at  length,  by  the  Care  of  Dr 
Cook  s  Creatures,  a  fix’d  Pain  in  her 

Back,  info  much  that  iffoefop’d  her 

Foot  by  Accident  again!!:  any  thing, 
ihe  would  fall  down  as  dead  with  the 
Agony  of  the  Pain.  I  being  fenr 
for,  took  the  lame  Method  which  I 
us’d  with  Mrs.  Paget ;  that  is,  I  difi 
entangled  a  vaft  many  little  Stones 
that  had  petrify’d  in  her  Bowels 
and  upon  the  Ductus  Bilearius :  which 
was  no  fooner  efFe&ed,  than  Ihe  re- 

L  cover’d 
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cover’d  and  did  well,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  deliver’d  of  a  brave  Boy,  tho 
file  never  had  a  Child  before. 

By  this  Obfervation  it  appears 
how  eafily  the  Misapplication  of 
Medicines  deftroy  the  Conftitution, 
and  the  chief  Faculties  of  Procrea¬ 
tion;  from  whence  I  am  of  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  there  y  neither  Man  nor 
Woman,  but  who  is  qualify ’d  to 
procreate,  or  might  be  made  fo : 
Of  which  I  could  produce  Inftances 
more  than  a  few,  if  it  were  proper 

Obf  7. 

Captain  Scot's  Wife  of  Brifiolr  be¬ 
ing  an  infirm  Woman  for  many 
Y ears,  and  being  treated  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  Perfons  before-men- 
tion’d,  was  at  length  thrown  into  a 
Jaundice  and  Scurvy,  with  a  Depri¬ 
vation  of  her  Limbs,  and  a  conti¬ 
nual  Strangury  ;  in  which  deplora¬ 
ble  State  ihe  continu’d  for  feven 
Years,  and  then  fell  into  a  Dropiy 
all  over  her  Body.  It  was  then  I 
was  call’d,  and  by  taking  Methods 
fofable  to  the  Dictates  of  Nature,  as 
I  have  always  done,  and  by  the 

Grace 
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Grace  of  God  ever  ihall,  fhe  was  lb 
wonderfully  reliev’d,  as  to  be  able 
to  walk  a  Mile  to  her  Dinner,  who 
could  not  before  move  out  of  her 
Chamber.  I  follow’d  thefe  happy 
Beginnings  with  fuch  Prefcriptions 
as  brought  her  to  a  per  fed  State  of 
Health ;  lb  that  llte  has  been  leveral 
times  fince  at  London.  Upon  the 
whole  matter  I  would  obferve,  that 
the  Fault  lies  not  in  the  Medicines 
lb  much  as  in  the  unskilful  Applica¬ 
tions  of  them ;  and  particularly  I 
affirm,  that  I  have  made  ufe  of  the 
Bezoar  and  Gafcoin  Powder  with  ad¬ 
mirable  Succels,  and  have  found  it  to 
be  the  belt  of  Cordials.  Until  there¬ 
fore  Dr.  SI  are  gives  a  few  Inftances 
of  the  pernicious  Effedls  of  the  Be¬ 
zoar  Stone  and  Gafcoin  Powder ,  for 
the  many  I  have  produc’d  of  his 
admir’d  Chalk,  and  many  mo-e  that 
I  can ;  I  hope  he  will  allow  me  (at 
lead  I  ffiall  allow  my  ielf)  to  pre¬ 
fer  the  former. 

I  have  now  only  one  Obfervation 
more,  to  ffiew  how  different  Effedts 
arife  from  the  fame  Medicine  at  dif¬ 
ferent  Times. 

L  2  Qbf. 
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Obf.  8. 

Captain  jf antes  Grant,  of  Brigadier 
Grant's  Regiment,  had  a  Fever  and 
Ague  after  the  Battle  of  Mons  to  a 
Violent  degree,  and  receiv’d  no  Be¬ 
nefit  from  the  Bark ;  but  had  his  A- 
gue  for  fix  Hours  in  twelve:  at 
length  being  brought  in  a  Litter  to 
Bruffels ,  he  fell  under  my  Care.  I 
gave  him  fome  things  proper  to  dis¬ 
entangle  and  carry  off  the  Load  of 
Matter  which  opprefs’d  his  Sto¬ 
mach,  and  then  waited  for  the  Re¬ 
turn  of  his  Fit,  which,  as  I  expected, 
was  more  moderate  than  before.  Af¬ 
ter  this,  1  preforib’d  the  Bark,  and 
told  him,  with  fome  Afiurance,  that 
his  Fit  fliould  return  no  more;  which, 
tbo  he  did  not  in  the  leaft  believe, 
yet  he  found  it  to  be  true.  Thus 
it  is  plain,  that  it  is  of  no  confe¬ 
rence  that  a  Medicine  be  a  good 
one,  unlels  it  is  apply’d  in  a  proper 
i,  aie,  in  a  due  Manner,  and  when 
the  Patient  is  fitly  prepar’d  and  dif- 
pos’d  to  receive  it.  If  the  Inftru- 
ment  of  Mufick  be  never  fo  well 
in  nine,  yet  there  will  be  no  Har¬ 
mony 
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mony  \vhen  rhe  Strings  are  touch’d 
by  an  ignorant  Hand.  When  fome 
Animals  play  upon  Organs,  there 
nuilt  needs  be  hideous  Mufick.  And 
to  be  fincere,  I  am  very  much  a- 
Iraid  that  this  is  honell  Dr.  Stare's 
Cafe ;  of  whom  and  of  my  Readers 
J  take  leave  for  the  prefent,  having 
nrft  prefented  the  Publick  with  (the 
only  thing  valuable  in  his  Book)  his 
Recommendation  of  Malt  Drink 
and  Dr.  Cook’s  Letter,  which  fo  high¬ 
ly  applauds  this  miraculous  Medi¬ 
cine. 
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TH  E  Confidcration  of  Grafs  for 
Bealls,  leads  me  to  Corn;  name¬ 
ly  the  Staff  of  Life  for  human  Kind ; 
of  the  four  Grains,  Wheat,  Rye, 
Barly,  Oats ;  of  each  of  thefe  Bread 
may  be  made  very  wholefcm  and 
good.  It  is  true,  if  you  chew  and 
eat  any  of  theft,  they  do  not  give 
lb  fignal  a  Sweet  to  our  Tafte,  as 
what  is  really  contain’d  in  them,  and 
will  fcon  be  made  to  exert  that 
Sweetnels.  For  Example,  if  you  do 
but  wet  any  of  theft  Corns  in  com¬ 
mon  Water,  you  will  ftir  up  fome 
adtive  inherent  Principles,  which 
will  ferment  and  fwell  the  Grain, 
and  make  it  to  grow  (as  the  Mai- 
Iters  call  it.)  This  gives  them  no¬ 
tice  of  Ipreading  it  abroad  to  dry, 
which  may  be  done  in  the  Sun ;  but 
for  Conveniency  is  perform’d  on  a 
Kiln,  by  the  Admiffion  of  Heat  from 
the  Fire  made  beneath  it.  This  is 
now  call’d  Malt ;  if  you  eat  a  Grain 
or  two,  you  will  diftern  it  to  be 
fweet ;  if  you  boil  it  in  Water  (af¬ 
ter  it  has  been  powder’d  or  ground) 

it 
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it  will  give  a  fweet  Tindture,  com¬ 
monly  call’d  Wort ;  you  may  boil  it 
to  the  Confidence  of  a  Syrup ;  And 
this  Produd:  of  Corn  fomewhat  a- 
grees  with  Melioffus,  which  if  it  be 
fpread  upon  Bread,  it  adds  conli- 
derable  Nourilhment  to  your  Bread, 
and  would  be  efteem’d  a  good  Ban¬ 
ker,  and  pleafant  Entertainment, 
did  we  not  abound  with  fo  many- 
other  more  refin’d  and  dainty  Sweets 
and  eafier  to  come  at.  Thus  Mel- 
lofius  is  commonly  given  to  School- 
Boys  with  their  Bread ;  nor  can  I 
think  it  bad  Food  for  Children,  be- 
caufe  more  milchief  may  be  due  to 
their  new  Ipungy  or  dowy,  and  not 
well  baked  Bread,  than  to  the  Indian 
Sweet.  It  is  this  fweet  Deco&ion 
of  Malt  that  makes  your  great  Va- 
riety  of  fine  Ales  and  Beer,  much 
more  wholelom,  more  pleafant  and 
fit  for  Englijh  Bodies,  than  your  ad¬ 
mir’d  Wines,  whether  Rheni/fj,  French 
or  Florence ;  for  thele  do  abound  with 
gritty,  tartarous  Matter,  very  apt  to 
lodg’in  Che  Kidneys,  ind  LP,h° 
foundation  of  the  moft  intolerable 
Piftemper  in  the  World,  the  Stone; 
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or  if  they  be  fb  happy  to  efcape  that, 
the  Gout  will  make  an  Attack  on 
the  Joints  of  the  Toes  or  Fingers 
of  a  potent  Drinker,  and  tear  and 
fweli  the  tender  Parts,  and  lometimes 
mercifully  thrull:  out  thole  Tophi  or 
Stones  into  the  extream  Parts,  which 
otherwiie  would  probably  have  been 
cafi  upon  the  too  fonfible  and  pat 
five  Kidneys :  but  none  could  ever 
charge  our  foft  and  ballamick  Ale 
with  breeding  any  fort  of  fandy  or 
tartarous  Matter  in  the  Barrel,  and 
I  think  not  in  the  Body.  I  cannot 
forbear  mentioning  an  Obforvation 
of  my  good  Friend  Dr.  Cyfrianus , 
who  told  me  long  fince,  he  had  cut 
above  fourteen  Hundred  Perfons  for 
the  Stone,  but  never  obferv’d  that 
he  cut  any  Ale-houfe  Keepers,  but 
many  Vintners.  He  always  advis’d 
his  Patients  that  fear’d  the  Stone,  or 
were  concern’d  with  that  excrucia¬ 
ting  Difeafe,  to  drink  foft  Ale,  the 
newer  the  better :  for  he  condemns 
molt  or  all  four  Juices,  as  apt  to 
breed  the  Stone,  or  increafe  it* 

Dr. 


Appendix.  75 


Dr.  John  Cooke  of  Briftol, 
to  Dr.  Frederick  Slare 
at  Bath. 

Dear  Sir9  January  5.  xyf 

T  Receiv’d  your  kind  Letter  and  the 
A  Manufcript,  of  which  I  cannot 
give  an  adequate  Encomium.  It  is 
an  impartial  Trial  and  Condemnation 
of  Bezoar  by  the  Laws  of  Chymiftry, 
Realbn,  and  Experience.  Oh  how 
ufeful  might  our  Profeffion  be  ren¬ 
der’d  to  the  Poor,  as  well  as  to  the 
Rich,  if  all  the  chargeable  part  of 
our  Materia  Medica  was  thus  exa¬ 
min’d  fairly;  and  whatever  appear’d 
infipid,  inodorous,  unadive  and  in- 
diflolvable  in  mild  Menftruums  and 
very  gentle  Heats,  Ihould  be  judged 
unworthy  to  be  depended  on  for  the 
Cure  of  Difeafes  l  The  Reformation 
of  the  Errors  and  Cheats  of  the  Ma¬ 
ter  ialifts  would  be  a  very  great  Ad¬ 
vantage  to  Mankind,  who  are  too 
often  in  as  much  danger  from  the 
true  Terra  damnata  of  Medicine,  as 
from  thofe  Difeaies  which  Quiet  and 

M  Ab- 
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Abflinence  do  frequently  cure.  I  have 
now  for  near  thirty  Years  paft  us’d 
the  Sal  Abfynthii ,  and  the  Creta  you 
mention,  with  wonderful  Succefs,  in 
Diftempers  of  the  Stomach  and  Bow¬ 
els,  and  in  Fevers:  but  I  always 
thought  Bezoar  and  Pearl  fitter  for  a 
Lady’s  Clofet  or  Neck,  than  for  a 
Cordial,  unlefs  for  a  profule  and  wan¬ 
ton  Cleopatra .  All  the  precious  Gems 
fliould  be  fentbackto  the  Jewellers, 
Leaf-Gold  to  the  Gilders  ;  nay,  I 
could  for  my  part  alio  return  the 
Musk  and  Amber-Greefe  to  the  Per¬ 
fumers.  The  All- wife  and  Merciful 
Creator  and  Preierver  of  the  Uni- 
verfe  has  fupply’d  poor  unworthy 
Mortals  with  the  mofl  efficacious 
Medicines,  to  be  had  in  mofl  Coun¬ 
tries  upon  eafy  Terms;  nay,  moll 
Endemic  Diftempers  have  very  pro¬ 
per  Remedies  to  be  gotten  cheap  in 
the  fame  Region.  But  to  return  to 
your  mofl  accurate  Analyfis  of  this 
falfe,  tho  celebrated  ai}d  precious 
Antidote,  I  will  read  it  over  once 
or  twice  more ;  for  it  will  afford  ftill 
frelb  Delight  to  me,  who  can  fcarce 
forbear  interceding  with  you,  that 

the 
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the  Ref  public  a  Medico,  may  be  made 
happy  in  the  fight  of  thefe  moil  ufe- 
ful  Difcoveries  :  for  all  lay,  Bonum 
quo  communius  eo  melius.  And  this 
being  a  dear  Impofture,  it  mull:  be 
for  the  publick  Good  to  dete<2  it. 
I  hope  you  will  pardon  this  Free¬ 
dom,  which  your  Favours  and  Friend- 
Ihip  does  encourage  me  to  ule.  I 
mult  beg  a  fight  alio  of  your  Obler- 
tions  made  on,  and  the  Cures  per¬ 
form’d  by  the  Both-PFaters  5  which, 
together  with  this  excellent  Dif- 
courle,  lhall  be  carefully  return’d, 
with  a  due  Senfe  of  Gratitude,  by, 

SIR, 

Tour  moft  Obliged, 

ond  Faithful  Friend, 

John  Cooke. 


FINIS. 


